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In the Sunday-schools of our cities and larger 
towns, superintendents make a free use of the print- 
ing press. For programmes, orders of service, lesson 
hints, circular letters to teachers, scholars, and 
parents, and many other helps to their work, they 
avail themselves of the printer’s aid. But in smaller 
places the printing press is not always at hand; nor 
is its expense justified in every instance. The electric 
pen and the papyrograph have done good service in 
their way. But now a far cheaper contrivance is 
proposed for the multiplying of copies of any com- 
munication from the superintendent. It is fully de- 
scribed on another page by Mr. George H. Babcock, 
one of the efficient corps of Sunday-school workers 
at Plainfield, New Jersey. He fitly terms it “a boon 
for superintendents.” 
will find many grateful readers. 





Sound argument is by no means the most con- 
vineing thing in the world. Blood earnestness in a 
Speaker will often carry an audience with him, in 


| By no means. 
| teaching, that unless you yourself have strong feeling 


-| occasionally asks; some teachers would be ill at ease 


We are sure his description | 


But bear in mind, as you prepare for | 


on the subject you would bring before others, your 
arguments will have little weight. Your heart and 
soul, as well as your intellect, must be saturated with, 
your theme, if you would present it effectively to 
anybody. att 

+ It ought not to be necessary to remind workers 
who go on Christian errands from house to house, 
that a mere census of visits made is an untrustworthy 
record of good results achieved. But there must be 
those who forget this fact, or else such enormous 
statistics could not be rolled up as we sometimes find, 
descriptive of the labors of pastor, or Sunday-school 
teacher, or colporteur, or city missionary. Here, for 
instance, are some figures of church work which, 
by an easy sum in arithmetic, are shown to declare 
that each one of eighty visitors has made no less 
than thirty-one visits to families on every day for a 
month. Perhaps there are men who can bring the 
consolation of prayer, or Bible-reading, or gospel 
message, to thirty-one households in a working day ; 
but we do not believe there are eighty such persons 
in any single city. The Christian laborer should see 
to it, first of all, that the object of his mission is faith- 
fully borne in mind, whether he makes one. visit a 
day or one hundred. The statistics of his work are 
the least important part | it. 

It isa great thing for any person to be able to 
bring sharply before his own mind just what he is 
individually willing to do for the Master he serves. 
It is far easier to be stirred with good purposes, and 
to promise, in a general way, a lifetime of service, 
than it is to determine to do one particular thing for 
Christ. It is not only Sunday-school children who 
dread the personal questions which the teacher 


if they were themselves obliged suddenly to say just 
what they would do in the line of personal service. 
In a certain city mission school, not long ago, the 
teacher asked each member of a class of little girls 
what she would do for Jesus. Some were silent, and 
some gave stereotyped answers; but one little girl 
looked up brightly and exclaimed, “Jd fetch his 
arrants,’—that is, run on errands for him. That 
answer showed that one little heart was all ready to 
do a special service which she thought herself compe- 
tent to perform. Running on the Master’s errands 
is the very best business for most of us; but even if 
we have to stay at home, there is plenty of work to 
be found there. The principal thing to do in Chris- 
tian service is to be able to translate general resolu- 
tions into particular work. 


A little girl who has a good deal more desire to 
sing than she has knowledge of singing, is always) 
troubled wheu her brother, three years older than 


| right, is untuning us by urging conformity to another 
standard than our own. How many of the misun- 
derstandings in life, which we ascribe to the strangely 
exceptional opinions and practices of our acquaintances 
and companions, are a result of our discordant senti- 
ments and impulses! How nicely we should agree 
with everybody, if only everybody would agree with 
us! Why don’t they? We knew a man who was en- 
thusiastic on the subject of Christian union. His plat- 
form was a well-defined, if not a broad one. “I wish 
everybody would be united,” he said. “I’m united, 
I wish everybody else would be.” So long as that is 
our method of recognizing discord, and striving for 
harmony, we shall live in a discordant world. 





HELPS AND HINDRANCES FROM BIBLE 
HEROES. 

There is much that is grand and inspiring in the 
Bible story of the heroes of faith. And there are 
dangers to be guarded against in the record of their 
nobler qualities and of their greatest successes. Our 
desire should be to get all of the help possible, and 
none of the hindrances, to our own progress, in the 
effort to follow their example—just so far as they 
walked in the way and —* the spirit which 
God approves. 

When we read of Alndhegs hearing the personal 
call of God, and resolutely going out from his estab- 
lished home into a strange country, “not knowing 
whither he went,” and of his being ready to lay his 
loved child of promise on the altar of sacrifice in 
evidence of his trust in God, we see illustrated thé 
faith which God demands, and which God honors, in 
those who would share the inheritance which he has 
made ready for his obedient children. When we 
read of the stripling David standing forth in fearless 
defiance of the giant champion of the Philistines, 
before whom all the army of Israel shivered in help- 
less terror, we understand what courage is justified 
on the part of those who are God’s representatives in 
the face of a mocking host. When we read of 
Elijah, the lonely prophet of the desert, daring to a 
life and death contest the ministers of Baal—backed 
as they were by the power of a kingdom, and cheered 
by the favor of its queen—and mightily triumphing 
over them all, we realize how much can be done for 
the Lord by one faith-filled servant of the Most 
High. When, in fact, we review all the glorious 
record of the heroes and heroines of faith—as given 
to us in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews—from 
righteous Abel down to the early martyrs of the 
Christian church, there is a new call to us to trust in 
God absolutely and unswervingly ; and there is fresh 
encouragement to us to believe in God’s readiness to 
do for us abundantly and “always according to our 
needs and our faith. . Here is a help from the Bible 
story of the good men and women of the long ago. 

But when we read of the personal communion of 
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relation to him as their personal Friend and Pro- 
tector and Guide, we are tempted to believe that 
somehow God was nearer to\hiswearthly children in 
those days than in these; that they had privileges of 
explicit. imstruction from him concerning the details 
of their daily condtict which we cannot hope for now. 


‘ And when we hear so much said of the brighter side 


of their personal characters, and of their more com- 
mendable conduct as the children of God, we are 
inclined to consider them an order of beings superior, 
in their spiritual life, to the best men and women of 
the present age; and to think that it is not fair to 
expect such triumphs of faith, or such faith itself, as 
they illustrated to the world. Here are some of the 
hindrances which the misread Bible story presents to 
the Christian believer of to-day: 

God is as near to every faith-filled child of his now 
in the flesh as he was to Enoch, to Noah, or to 
Abraham. He is just as ready in this day as in the 
days of; Moses, or Solomon, oF Paul, to speak face to 
face with those who love him, atid to tell them just 
what they ought to do in every personal emergency 
in which they turn to him for instruction. And there 
are multitudes of God’s children who recognize this 
fact, and act in its conviction. There are godly men 
and women by the thousand who have personal com- 
munion with God ; who tell him of all their troubles 
and all their joys; who ask his counsel, and who 
have it, day by day. To them God is as real and as 
near as father or mother, as husband or wife, as 
brother or sister. They know his voice. They have 
his fellowship. They walk with him. He is their 
God, their Guide, their Protector, their Friend. In 
no particular is their personal intercourse with God 
less direct, less explicit, less satisfactory, than that 
which the best of the patriarchs and mothers in 
Israel enjoyed. . If we lose sight of this fact, we are 
hindered rather than helped by the story of the 
Bible heroes and heroines. 

It is not that these men and women of to-day 
never fail or swerve in faith or in right conduct. 
Who in all the Bible story, save Jesus of Nazareth, 
was Without sin as a child of God? Just look at 
Abraham! On the very journey which he under- 
took as a pilgrim at the call of God he showed him- 
self unwilling to trust God in all things, and he was 
rebuked by the heathen king of Egypt for his des- 
picable deceit in an effort to save his own life instead 
of committing it in confidence to God, by whomso- 
ever it was endangered. And that was not the only 
instance of Abraham’s lack of such a faith as is illus- 
trated in thousands of instances on every side in the 
Christian church to-day. And see Elijah, after his 


. triumph at Carmel, fleeing for his life from a woman’s 


rage, and finding shelter under a juniper bush in the 
wilderness, while he moaned over his uselessness, and 
the folly of living any longer in such a degenerate 
world and age as his! There is no lack there of 
evidence that the apostle James says truly, “ Elijah 
was a man subject to like passions as we are.” There 
are those now living who would show more faith than 
Elijah showed in that juniper-bush journey. And so 
with all the rest of them. God has left on record in 
the inspired story such proofs as these of their weak- 
nesses and their misdoings, to show that it is sinners— 
not sinless beings—whom he is ready to save, and to 
u-e and honor in his service, if they will but turn to 
him and trust him as their forgiving, upholding, and 
guiding God. 

How came New England to be settled by a God- 
fearing and a God-serving people, if men and women 
of the later ages were not as ready to hear the call 
of God and leave their own homes and kindred to 
struggle for a subsistence on “a stern and rock- 
bound coast” as Abraham was when he went out to 
receive a possession in “ a land flowing with milk and 
honey”? Has there been, in these modern days, any 
lack of fathers and mothers willing to lay their loved 
sons on the altar of sacrifice for country or for 
Christ, when they were summoned of God to this 
test of their Christian faith? It is no longer, as 
formerly, necessary to single out one man or one 





woman in a generation as a pre-eminent example of 
trustful obedience to the commands of God. “Time 
would fail” us to tell of John Huss and William 
Tyndale, and Martin Luther, and Oliver Cromwell, 
and William Penn, and Henry Martyn, and Ado- 
niram Judson, and David Livingston, and Alex- 
ander Duff, and John Coleridge Patteson, and Yung 
Wing, and Elizabeth Fry, and Florence Nightingale, 
and Phoebe Brown, and a host beside, who through 
faith subdued kingdoms, or wrought righteousness, 
or braved pestilence, or otherwise obtained a good 
report, and did a good work, through faith. They 
have been found in growing numbers with each suc- 
ceeding generation, and the magnitude of their host 
is greater at this hour than ever before since the 
worlds were made. 

Why, the very purpose of God in the choosing 
and uplifting of Abraham as “the Friend of God” 
was that Abraham might be “a father of many 
nations;” that his seed might be “so many as the 
stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which 
is by the seashore innumerable;” and that in him 
should “all families of the earth be blessed”! What 
a failure that plan would be, if the descendants 
of Abraham in the later generations were to have 
less of God’s favor, less of communion with him, 
and less of faith and love and zeal and power, when 


in the full inheritance of promises which their great 


progenitor and those who were first after him 
saw afar off, and were persuaded of, and embraced 
in hope, but died without enjoying! The true 
lesson of the Bible story of Abraham and all the 
following heroes of faith is, that their God is our 
God ; that the Saviour they hoped for is our present 
Saviour; that we who “ are of faith, the same are the 
children of Abraham,” and being of faith are in all 
things “blessed with faithful Abraham ;” that indeed 
the best men and women of the past were neither so 
favored, nor did they so improve their privileges, as 
those who are now their descendants—“ God having 
provided some better thing for us, that they without 
us should not be made perfect.” 
THE DREGS OF LIFE. 

It is a very common thing for those who are 
unwilling to begin the Christian life, to declare that 
they are too old in years or in wickedness, and that 
they are ashamed to offer to a forgiving God the mere 
dregs and lees of existence. Those who make such 
an excuse as this are sometimes honest in their 
declaration, and sometimes dishonest,—deceiving even 
their own souls, belittling the work of the Saviour, 
and setting up their own judgment of the limits of 
God’s mercy as a more accurate and judicious con- 
clusion than that of God himself. 

A genuine sense of personal unworthiness is an 
essential of true repentance. But a despairing rejec- 
tion of the gospel offer is at best a rejection of it, just 
as truly as though it were the most haughty and 
insolent refusal. It practically concludes that Christ 
is strong enough to save some sinners, but not all ; 
and so it goes on in sullen wickedness, a state of soul 
far more serious than that of heedless and thought- 
less misdoing. To those who feel crushed by their 
guilt, to those who have but a little feeble strength 
remaining, the Bible especially addresses itself. The 
gospel is not the gospel of the rather bad, or of the 
slightly sinful, but of the worst and most depraved 
of the world’s inhabitants. It professes to be able 
not only to guide the young through a long life, but 
to comfort and save the old at the very last day of 
their existence. As though to leave no possible 
doubt of this truth in the mind of the most stubborn, 
one of the most forcible of New Testament parables 
illustrates it in unmistakable words. Those who 
begin to work at the eleventh hour shall receive 
wages as well as those who have borne the burden 
and heat of the day. Sir Thomas Browne restates 
this plain Bible truth in strong and quaint words. 
“Even in this life,” he says, “regeneration may 
imitate resurrection ; our black and vicious tinctures 
may wear off, and goodness clothe us with candor. 





. . . Some may be near unto goodness who are con- 
ceived far from it; and many things happen, not 
likely to ensue from any promises of antecedencies. 
Culpable beginnings have found commendable con- 
clusions, and infamous courses pious retractations. 
Detestable sinners have proved exemplary converts 
on earth, and may be glorious in the apartment of 
Mary Magdalen in heaven.” 

But the repentant sinner’s sense of the little he has 
left to offer to God may be turned to a most healthy 
use. .When Saul became Paul, he did not spend his 
time in reflections that his salvation had now become 
sure. He worked as with the constant determination 
to make up for lost time, and to atone, as far as 
might be, for his evil deeds when he was a persecutor, 
and injurious. That is the way in which workmen 
hired at the eleventh hour may show their zeal. 
“Look not mournfully into the past,” says the motto 
of Longfellow’s Hyperion ; “it comes not back again. 
Wisely improve the present. It is thine. Go forth 
to meet the shadowy future, without fear, and with 
a manly heart.” That is the lesson which all late 
recruits should take to themselves, in the Christian 
war or in any battle of life. 

Then, too, those whose age removes them from 
temptations to youthful recklessness, or extravagance, 
or hot temper, or intemperance, or yice, should re- 
member that mere negative absence from such sins 
is not enough to fill out the brief period of their 
Christian life. If they have fewer battles to fight in 
one part of the field, they ought to win greater vic- 
tories over such temptations as do beset them. If 
they are not temptetl by ambition, or avarice, or 
wild errors of life, they ought the better to conquer 
peevishness, and melancholy, and pride in their own 
opinion. A great many Christians of whose sound 
faith and sterling integrity there can be no question, 
are by no means happy or pleasant Christians. This 
is especially true of those whose years have come 
upon them. The old, especially if they have already 
thrown away the morning and noon, should strive to 
make the evening sunny and gentle, and full of such 
helpful deeds as they yet can perform. The oldest 
and feeblest still have something to do as well as to 
be; the weakest in body and mind may yet exert 
an influence for Christ on all with whom they come 
in contact; and those whose early days have been 
most depraved may be able, for that very reason, to 
wield the most effective weapons, though their sinews 
be no longer strong. No one is too old to repent 
and be saved, and he who can repent ought to think 
of work as well as of salvation. The present moment 
is the only moment that can ever be used for the 
right, whether by young or old. That moment may 
always be spent as it ought to be, by any one whose 
faculties and whose moral sense have not faded away. 
The dregs of life are as truly God’s as any other 
period of our earthly existence. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Purely theological questions do not come within the 
range of our “ Notes on Open Letters.” We are con- 
stantly plied with these, sometimes concerning the 
“ Critical Notes,” and again concerning the text itself, 
of the International lessons, after the lessons have passed ; 
but we do not feel that our readers generally have the 
interest in such points that they have in the practical 
matters commonly considered here. 


There is a growing interest in the training of teachers 
for the Sunday-school. There was never a time when 
the attained standard was so high as at present; nor ever 
a time when the desire for a higher standard was so 
earnest and widespread. A correspondent from Illinois 
asks about plans for normal class exercises, as follows : 

Will you please inform me as to how many different com- 
pilations of normal class lessons there are; and which one, in 
‘your judgment, is most practical, and to be preferred? Our 
class has been using the “Chautauqua Course ;” but there is a 
general feeling that there ought to be something better. 

There are denominational normal class manuals issued. 
by the Baptists, the Methodists, the Presbyterians, and 
the Disciples ; perhaps also by some other denominations. 
But it cannot fairly be expected that any one plan of 
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study shall be alike satisfactory to all denominations and 
all grades of teachers. The better way is for each normal 
class to arrange its own plan; selecting freely from the 
various published outlines—“ Chautauqua Course” in- 
cluded. We give on another page under the head of 
“Ways of Working” a specimen course which is in prog- 
ress at Wilkes-Barre, Penn. 


It seems that there is more than one style of pulpit 
speaking-tube offered for the benefit of hard-of-hearing 
pew-holders. Last week we mentioned Mr. Theodore 
Hoyt, of Danbury, Connecticut, as a patentee of one of 
these tubes. We might also have mentioned the newly in- 
vented “ audiphone,” by which the deaf can hear through 
their teeth—natural or false. That may yet be used in 
our churches. Now we are informed by Mr. W. R. Os- 
trander, of 19 Ann Street, New York, that he manu- 
factures “ listening-tubes,” “ mouth-pieces,” and “speak- 
ing-tubes for every purpose,” and that “listening and 
sounding apparatuses for those hard of hearing” are by 
him “fitted up in dwellings and churches.” Mr. Os- 
trander’s advertisement is comprehensive. When he pro- 
poses a “speaking-tube for every purpose” between the 
pulpit and the pew, it is evident that he would not limit 
the hearer to the sermon and prayers of the clergyman. 
Possibly he thinks it would be a good plan for. the min- 
ister to whisper through the tube at the appropriate 
time, “Brother Brown, there comes the contribution 
box. Give, and it shall be given unto you.” Or, “Mr. 
Johnson, please don’t leave your pew or put on your 
overcoat before I am through with the benediction. And 
please don’t slam your hymn-book down on your seat 
before service closes. Others can hear it, if you can’t.” 
There is a good deal included in that “every purpose” 
for a pulpit speaking-tube. But there is another thing 
which Mr. Ostrander proposes, that promises quite as 
much as a speaking-tube. He advertises a “ patent 
leader thawer ; for thawing leaders.’”’ Now that is what 
has been wanted for a long time in a great many places. 
We know of church prayer-meetings, and of young 
people’s meetings, and of normal*tlass meetings, and of 
Young Men’s Christian Association meetings, which 
amount to little or nothing because of their frozen-up 
leader. It it clear that the thing to do in such a case 
is to send for “ Ostrander’s patent leader thawer,” and 
thaw out that leader. What an age of improvement 
we live in! 

How nice it would be if we could have all the good 
out of all the climates, or all the religious denominations, 
or all the publications, of all the world, in the compass 
of one, without having anything but the very best from 
either! But this can’t bedone. Yet somehow there are 
those who are seeking persistently some religious paper, 
or some commentary, or some hymn-book, which shall 
have everything they want in it, in its own department, 
and nothing else. It is all right to want this; but it 
isn’t reasonable to expect it. There will be some good 
in a great many publications, and not all the good in 
any one. Here is an inquirer from Central Pennsylvania 
in the hymn-book line: 


Perhaps you can help me. I want a good book—words and 
music—for prayer-meeting, Sunday-school, ete. Do you know 
such a book? We use Gospel Hymns, No. 2, but would like 
to have the best of Nos. 1, 2, and 3, combined. We can get the 
three. bound together; but the cost is too much. You adver- 
tise Song Treasury, and The Crowning Triumph. What do 
you think of them? A paragraph in The Times wil] be ap- 
preciated. 


It is quite out of the question to find “the best” hymns 
of any half a dozen, or any three or four, of the later 
hymn-books in a single small volume. In the first place, 
there is a wide difference of opinion as to what hymns 
are “‘the best.” In the next place, the publishers of the 
separate volumes will not consent to have their books— 
which have cost them a large sum—cut to pieces so as to 
furnish the choicest portions at their expense instead of 
the purchaser’s. But there are various good collections 
of hymns and songs for Sunday-schools, to suit different 
tastes. Here, for example, are Spiritual Songs for Social 
Worship, by the Rev. Dr. Charles S. Robinson, published 
by Scribner & Co., New York, a choice selection of 
standard hymns and music. The Fountain of Song, by 
Lowry and Doane, published by Biglow and Main, while 
nominally for gospel temperance meetings, is really a 
good collection for Sunday-schools and prayer-meetings. 
Then there are Winnowed Hymns and Songs of Devo- 
tion, as published by Biglow and Main, comprising a 
good variety of those hymns and tunes in use prior to 
five years ago.’ Of the books mentioned by our corres- 
pondent we spoke freely in an editorial under date of 
September 20. 





A PRAYER AND ITS ANSWER. 
(2 Kings 20: 4,5; Isa. 38.] 
BY MARY K. A. STONE, 

The prophet gave the word to Judah’s king :— 

“ This sickness is appointed unto death ;” 
And Hezekiah, smitten of this sting, 

Wept sore, and lifted up imploring breath. 
“Lord! I am oppressed—undertake for me! 

Recover me, and make me live this day!” 
The prayer went up. And straightway, lo! we see 

God’s prophet pause upon his outward way 
Ere yet the city’s middle court is passed, 

And backward turn, to give the healing word ; 
With shadow sign upon the dial cast, 

That all may know high Israel’s God hath heard. 
So sure, so fleet of wing, believing prayer! 
So kind, God’s answer the swift angels bear! 


THE VALUE OF COMMUNION WITH GOD. | 
BY THE REV. J. R. MILLER. 


Some of the saddest cries that wail out in the Psalms 
are sighings for the joy of the divine presence temporarily 
lost. And when we come tothink of it, there is no other 
loss in all the range of possible losses that is so great as 
the breaking of our communion with God. -This is not 
the ordinary estimate. We speak with heavy heart of our 
earthly sorrows. When bereavements come, and our homes 
are emptied and our tender joys borne away, we think 
there is no grief like ours. Our lives are darkened, and 
very dreary does this earth appear to us as we walk. its 
paths in deep loneliness, Then there are other losses,— 


losses of friends by alienation ; losses of property, of com-. 


forts, of health, of reputation. But there is not one of 
all these that is such a calamity as the loss of God’s smile, 
the hiding of his face, or the interruption of our fellow- 
ship with him. Men sigh over their misfortunes, which 
touch only their earthly circumstances, and forget that 
there is no misfortune like the decay of spirituality in 
their hearts. It would be well if all of us understood 
this. There are earthly misfortunes under which hearts 
remain all the while warm and tender, like the flower-roots 
beneath the winter’s snows, ready to burst into glorious 
bloom when the springtime comes. And there are worldly 
prosperities under which spiritual life withers and dies, 

We do not know what God is to us until, in some way, 
we lose the sense of his presence and the consciousness of 
his love. This is true of all our blessings. We do not 
know their value to us till they are lost orimperiled. We 
do not prize health till it is shattered and broken, and we 
can never have it restored again. We do not recognize the 
richness and splendor of youth till it has fled, with all its 
glorious opportunities, and worlds cannot buy it. back. 
We do not appreciate the comforts and blessings of Provi- 
dence till we have been deprived of them, and are driven 
out of warm homes into the cold paths of a dreary world. 
We do not estimate the value of our facilities for educa- 
tion and improvement, till the period of these opportu- 
nities is gone, and we must enter the hard battle of life 
unfurnished and unequipped. We do not know how much 
our friends are to us till they lie before us silent and cold. 
Oftentimes the vacant chair or the deep, unbroken loneli- 
ness about us is the first revealer of the worth of one we 
have never duly prized. 

In like manner we do not know the blessedness of fel- 
lowship with God until his face is darkened, or he seems 
to have withdrawn himself. Jesus never seemed so 
precious to the disciples as when they had him no more. 
Two of his friends, indeed, never made an open confession 
of their love for him at all, until his body hung upon 
the cross. They had loved him secretly all along; but 
now, as they saw that ne was dead, and they could never, 
as they supposed, do anything more for him, or enjoy his 
presence again, all their heart’s love awoke in them, and 
they came boldly out and begged his body, took it down 
tenderly in the sight of the multitude, and bore it away to 
loving burial, But for his death they would never have 
known how much they loved him, nor how much he was 
to them; and I am sure that David never knew what God 
and God’s house were to his soul, until he was driven. away 
from his home and city, and could no more enter the 
sanctuary. As he fled away, it seemed as if his heart 
would break, and his deepest sorrow was not for the joys of 
home left behind, for throne and crown and palace and 
honors, but for the house.of God, with its hallowed and 
blessed communion. All the other bitter griefs. and 
sorrows of the hour were forgotten, or swallowed up, in 
this greatest of all his griefs, separation from God’s. pres- 
ence. I do not believe that the privileges of divine 
fellowship were ever so precious to him before, while he 
enjoyed them without hindrance, as when he looked 
from his exile towards the holy place and could not return 
to it. 

And does not the very commonness of our religious 
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blessings conceal from us their inestimable value to us? _ 
Luther somewhere says, “If in his gifts and benefits 
God were more sparing and close-handed, we should 
learn to be thankful.” The very unbroken continuity of 
his favors causes us to lose sight of the Giver, and to 
forget to prize the gifts themselves. If there were gaps 
somewhere, we should learn to appreciate the wealth of 
the divine goodness. Who is there among us all that 
values highly enough the tender summer of God’s love — 
that broods over us with infinite warmth evermore? Do 
we value our privileges as Christians, and improve them, 


| as we would if for a season we should be deprived of 


them? Our church privileges, our open Bibles, our reli- 
gious liberty, our Sabbath teachings and communings,” 
our hours of prayer—do we prize these blessings as we 
would if we were suddenly torn away, by some cruel 
fortune, and cast in a land where all these are wanting? 
Do we appreciate our privileges of fellowship with God 
| as we would if for an hour his loveshould be withdrawn, 
and the light of his presence put out?. There is some- 
thing very sad in the thought that we not only fail +o 
value the rich blessings of God’s love, but that we often- 
times thrust them from us, and refuse to take them, 
thereby wounding the divine heart and impoverishing 
our own souls. It would be very bitter if any of-us 
should first be made really aware of the presence and 
giace of Christ by his banishing forever from our sight, 
after having stood at our locked and bolted doors, in 
wondrous patience, for long yeais. It would be a bitter 
thing to learn the glorious blessedness of the things of 
God’s mercy and love, only by seeing them depart forever _ 
beyond our reach. 

There is another phase of this subject which ought to 
bring much comfort to those who are called to suffer 
earthly losses. If we have God left to us, no other loss 
is irreparable. A gentleman came home one evening 
with a heavy heart, and said that he had lost everything 
he had. Bankruptcy had overtaken him, “We are utterly 
beggared,” he said. “ All is gone; there is nothing left.” 
His little girl of five years crept up on his knee, and, 
looking earnestly into his despairing face, said, ““ Why 
papa, you have mamma and me left.” Yes, what is the 
loss of money, stores, houses, costly furniture, musical 
instruments and works of art, while love remains? And 
what are temporal and worldly losses of the sorest kind 
while God remains? There is surely enough in him. to 
compensate a thousand times for every earthly depriva- 
tion. Our lives may be stripped bare, home, friends, 
riches, comforts, every sweet voice of love, every note of 
joy, and we may be driven out from brightness and musie 
and tenderness and shelter into the cold ways of sorrow ; 
and yet if we have God himself left, ought it not to suf- 
fice? Are not all earth’s blessings gifts from God to us? 
And is he. not able to give us again all that we have 
lost? Aye, is he not himself infinitely more than all his 
gifts? If we have him, bave we not all things in him? 
Very beautifully has Mrs. Browning expressed this truth. 

“Tf I could find 
No love in all the world for comforting, 
Nor any path but hollowly did ring, 
Where ‘dust to dust’ the love from life disjoined ; 
And if, before these sepulchers unmoving, 
I stood alone (as some forsaken lamb 
Goes bleating up the moors in weary dearth), 
Crying, ‘ Where are ye, O my loved, and loving ?’ 
I know a voice would sound, ‘ Daughter, I am. 
Can I suffice for heaven and not for earth ?’” 

Therefore is it that so often we do not learn the depth 
and riches of God’s love, and the sweetness of his pres- 
ence, till other joys vanish out of our hands, and other 
loved presences fade away out of sight. The loss of 
temporal things empties our hearts to receive the things 
that are unseen and eternal. The sweeping away of 
earthly hopes reveals the glory of our heart’s refuge in 
God. Some one has beautifully said, “Our refuges are 
like the nests of birds; in summer they are hidden 
among the green leaves, but in winter they are seen 
among the naked branches.” Worldly losses but strip 
off the foliage, and show us our heart’s warm 1 nest in the 
bosom of God. 

A BOON FOR SUPERINTENDENTS. 


BY GEORGE H, BABCOCK. 


There is no earnest superintendent who has not felt the 
need of some simple and inexpensive way of multiplying 
copies of programmes, maps, illustrative sketches, cireu- 
lar notes to ‘teachers or scholars, special outlines for 
teachers’-meetings, etc. Printing is unsatisfactory and 
expensive ; the electric pen and papyrograph promised 
to supply the need, but they are both expensive and 
troublesome. Lately, however,some Frenchman, I think, | 
hit upon, the happy. idea of using a specially prepared 
moist: composition pad for receiving a transfer from a 
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written page, and making impressions directly therefrom, 
the same as from a lithographic stone, or more nearly like 
the multiple copying process of Mr. Edison, in which he 
used unsized paper for the transfer plate. Numberless 
copies of this foreign invention have been put upon the 
market here, such as the “ Electrograph,” the “Chiero- 
graph,” the “Copygraph,” the “ Jellygraph,” the “ Litho- 
gram,” the “ Multigram,” and various other graphs and 
grams the differences between which are not patent to 
the observer. 

Every superintendent can, however, easily and cheaply 


make one for himself, and he will find it almost invalu- | 
able in his work, as from one writing or sketch he can | 


quickly make from fifty to one hundred exact copies with 
the least possible trouble. 

For a plate capable of taking on an ordinary letter 
page, procure one ounce of glue (the “ white glue” makes 
the best looking pad, but any kind will answer), and put 
it in soak in cold water until it is soft and pliable. Then 
drain off the surplus water, place the glue in a tin dish, 
and set this into another containing hot water, similar to 
an ordinary glue-pot. When the glue is melted, add six 
ounces of glycerine which has previously been heated, 
and mix the two thoroughly, adding a few drops of car- 
bolic acid to prevent moulding. Pour out this mixture 
into a shallow pan a little larger than the size of a letter 
sheet, say 9x12 inches, and set it away to cool, taking 
care that the surface is free from bubbles. After stand- 
ing twelve hours it is ready for use. The pan is best 
made of zinc, about half an inch deep, with a cover, but 
a common baking-tin will answer every purpose. 

To use this composition, first write or draw on a sheet 
of paper what you wish to duplicate, with a good, sharp, 
steel pen, and a strong aniline ink. When dry (blotting- 
paper must not be used), lay the paper face down upon 
the pad, pressing it lightly with the fingers, and allow it to 
remain there from one to five minutes,—one minute is 
generally sufficient. On removing the paper an impres- 
sion will be found on the face of the pad, and if another 
piece of paper be placed upon it, it immediately receives 
a similar impression ; and as rapidly as sheets of paper 
can be laid upon the pad, lightly smoothed with the hand, 
and removed, duplicates of the original are produced. 
As soon as enough are printed, wash off the impression 
from the pad with a soft sponge and cold water, and it is 
ready for use again. This is all the apparatus, and, 
made as above, need not cost over fifty cents. 

The best ink for use with the above is purple, made from 
‘“‘B. B. purple aniline” dissolved in water. From this I 
have taken one hundred and twenty-five good copies of 
one writing. A beautiful red may be made from “ Eosine,”’ 
and a fine green from “ Victoria green,” either of which 
is good for forty impressions. ‘“ Nigrosine B.” makes a 
good black, but will not permit of more than eight or ten 
copies. Blue from “Sol. B. B. blue” is but little better. 
To make these inks, dissolve the aniline in water until 
it is a bright color, filter through muslin, and evaporate 
until it is so strong that the writing shows a bronzy hue 
when dry, taking care not to inhale the fumes while 
evaporating it. In writing, have plenty of ink in the 
pen. If the pad has stood some time unused, moisten 
the surface with water before using. 

Various substances may be added to the composition 
for the plate or pad, without materially affecting its 
value. A portion of the glycerine may be displaced by 


‘ sugar. Soap has also been tried. If a white plate is 


desired, add whiting, or barata sulphate, or white lead, 
stirring them in well. The principle of action is, that a 
thin film of.the plate is taken off upon the face of each 
sheet, and with it the ink. This causes the paper to 
feel sticky when first printed, but it soon dries. Asa 
consequence the plate wears out, standing, perhaps, for 
two thousand impressions, but may be cheaply renewed. 
If the surface be damaged, melt it again, over a slow fire. 

A good plan by which to secure placing the sheets 
true with the writing is, while the original is on the pad, 
to place strips of paper around it, just touching its edges. 
These adhere to the pad, and form a guide for laying the 
subsequent sheets. If there are large blank spaces where 
there is no writing, they may be covered in the same way 
to advantage. Ink stains upon the fingers can be re- 
moved by alcohol, followed by pumice soap. 

Plainfield, N. J. 


YESTERDAY, TO-DAY, AND FOREVER. 


BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 


Blue, dim, and solitary, in the wide offing, as one sails 
over the Aigean Sea, rises the isle of Patmos suddenly, 
out in the distance. There is no reason specia)ly for a 
visit. Little or nothing remains to be seen ashore. 

But the Christian tourist sits thoughtfully on the deck, 





and recalls from his familiar reading that here John, the 
last of the apostolic band, and the loneliest, was once 
worshiping, and heard a trumpet; he looked, and saw a 
vision; he listened, and received an encouragement; he 
was obedient, and wrote the Apocalypse. 

I. What did the trumpet articulate ? 

For it uttered words. Its blast rang out in terms and 
tones of human speech. On that solemn Sunday morn- 
ing, while this spiritually minded man was in the act of 
communion with God, the heavens overhead became 
vocal. He tells the story in his own simple way : 

“T was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard 
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, saying, I am 
Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: the beginning 
and the ending, saith the Lord, which is and which was, 
and which is to come, the Almighty.” 

There is, so scientific people tell us, one point, even in 
a whirling wheel, which is at rest. One line of atoms at 
the axis, around which all the others revolve, is still. 
When we conceive of providence, intricate and confused 
as it is, well typed by the prophet as “a wheel in the 
middle of a wheel,”’ we are always to remember that God 
himself is sitting unmoved at the center of the universe, 
the Father of lights, from whom cometh down every good 
and every perfect gift, and with whom there is no vari- 
ableness, neither shadow of turning. And there is relief 
and comfort in this. 

Shocked and shifted as we are in this life, our minds 
become impressed with a sense of insecurity. We are 
agitated with a thousand disquiets. No lot in the world 
is safe. Affairs fluctuate. Individual experience flits 
and plays with the phases of the moon. Institutions are 
not fixed. Even the perpetual hills do bow, and the 
eternal seas do change their bounds. Stability seems but 
an empty fiction or a dream. Versatilities mock our 
expectation ; vicissitude is the rule of earthly existence. 

Over all sits God calmly. His throne never moves. His 
eye never sleeps. His patience never wearies. He wills and 
waits at his own pleasure. We look up and find him 
watching ; we know where to find him always. And the 
beauty and glory and welcome of this thought is centered 
in upon the one revelation that the God whom we see is 
the Saviour whom we love: “ Jesus Christ, the same yester- 
day, and to-day, and forever.” 

The idea of our divine Lord as a person is to many 
minds exceedingly indefinite. He seems a mere historic 
character, born, living, dying, like any other being among 
the generations of men. We accept his deity as a mys- 
terious doctrine of revelation, essential, of course, to his 
office and work ; but our understanding of the ineffable 
meaning it bears is very vague and irrelevant. And that 
strange life, which began at the manger in Bethlehem, ran 
through some sorrowful years in Galilee, and then ended 
on the cross at Jerusalem, has no real significance as a 
mission of Immanuel, “God with us.” We hardly know 
how to deal with it. Really the weakness of many be- 
lievers is owing to their absolute inability to make this 
personal career of our Redeemer available in their expe- 
rience. 

Such confusion is perfectly natural. It is the necessary 
sequence of a miserable mistake. How childishly inade- 
quate is the conception of an infinite Son of God, which 
limits him consciously or unconsciously to an earthly his- 
tory ending in a failure! Now the Scripture insists that 
Jesus’ birth was not his beginning, nor was his death his 
end. The thirty-three years of his human existence bear 
almost no measure or relation to the real duration of his 
life. He was living for an eternity previous to their com- 
mencing ; he is living now in an eternity as unbroken and 
as boundless as ever. The incarnation was an incident 
in his career ; it was only a part of his work of redemption, 
a necessary part, a noble part, but not the whole. His 
biography would have to be written with an alphabet, the 
Alpha of which no human voice ever repeated, the Omega 
of which no mortal tongue would know how to speak. 

II. What was the vision which John saw? 

“T can just remember,” says a theologian of the last 
century, “that when the women first taught me to say 
my prayers to God, I used to have an idea of a venerable 
old man, of a composed and benign countenance, with 
his own hair, clad in a morning gown of a grave-colored 
damask, sitting sedately in an elbow-chair.” Such con- 
ceptions are singular as a study; but are they not fre- 
quent as.an experience? Would it not be to edification if 
a company of religious people should compare together the 
actual sight they seem to see when they close their eyes for 
an act of prayer? Scripture pictures of the divine Being, 
which are not infrequent, have nothing of this grossness. 
There is an unparalleled dignity and grace in every atti- 
tude and gesture when the presence of Jehovah is seen. 
So we expect a picture of grandeur now in the story. 

- “And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. 





And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks ; and 
in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the 
Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, 
and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. His head 
and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; 
and his eyes were as a flame of fire; and his feet like 
unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his 
voice as the sound of many waters. And he had in his 
right hand seven stars; and out of his mouth went a 
sharp two-edged sword: and his countenance was as the 
sun shineth in his strength.” 

Ido not suppose there is any use in our trying thoroughly 
to understand this spectacle. It is easy. to point out the 
symbols found in the description. ‘“ Hairs white like 
wool” must signify venerableness; “eyes as a flame of 
fire’? must mean omniscience; the “ two-edged sword” 
indicates justice; the “voice as the sound of many 
waters” might suggest power; and the “ countenance 
as the sun shining in his strength” certainly intimates 
holiness. Still I think the scene loses rather than gains 
by such an analysis. It does not seems easy to give or 
to gain any proper conception of God. 

At the head of one of the chapters of “‘ Daniel Deronda” 
stands this motto: “The beginning of an acquaintance, 
whether with persons or things, is to get a definite outline 
for our ignorance.” It is better that we spend our efforts 
in using what we do know of the almighty Being who 
made us, rather than in exhausting ourselves with curi- 
ous inquiries after his mysteries. The celebrated surgeon 
Morgnani once let fall his scalpel in the midst of a dis- 
section, and exclaimed: “Oh, that I could simply love 
God as well as I know him!” 

In one of the Continental galleries is an exquisite 
painting by Murillo, entitled, “The Vision of Saint 
Augustine.” It represents a dream of this great father 
of the church, narrated by himself. He tells us that 
while busied in writing his discourse upon the trinity, 
he wandered along the sea-shore wrapped in meditation. 
Suddenly he beheld a child, who, having dug a hole in 
the sand, appeared to be bringing water from the sea to 
fill it. Augustine inqfired what was the object of his 
task? He replied that he intended to empty into this 
cavity all the waters of the great deep. Of course the 
philosopher exclaimed “Impossible!” But the boy 
answered, “Not, more impossible, surely, than for thee, 
O Augustine, to explain the mystery on which thou art 
meditating!’’ There isa theme for any chastened and 
thoughtful imagination! See that tall figure in priestly 
robes, on the border of the sea, looking pitifully down 
upon the Divine Child—the infant Christ—holding in 
his slender hand his scoop of shell, his ladle, his small 
bowl of water, while he looks up so wise with the majesty 
of a sweet suggestion of rebuke in his gentle face ! 

III. What was the encouragement which John received? 
Evidently he needed something of the sort; for his 
attitude shows he was as much abashed and frightened as 
was Isaiah when he saw the Almighty throned in the 
temple. He is frank in owning it: “And when I saw 
him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right 
hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first 
and the last: I am he that liveth, and was dead: and 
behold, I am alive forevermore, amen; and have the 
keys of hell and of death.” 

Here is offered nothing more nor less than what was 
spoken at first by the trumpet. He was to comfort 
himself with what had just now alarmed him. Jesus 
Christ was set for the fall and the rising again. The 
truth which most humiliates the human soul is the truth 
which uplifts it. In his person and offices Christ the 
Redeemer is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. 

What poor weak men want to know more than any- 
thing else, is that the Saviour who offers himself for 
their redemption is surely geing to stand steadily true in 
what he engages to the end, and beyond any conceivable 
end which mortality may bring to themselves. We have 
a dim consciousness that we shall never shed our immor- 
tality. We cannot get annihilation even by courting it. 
Some provision, therefore, must be made for a vast future. 
Here comes in Robert Hall’s grand remark: “We are all 
contemporaneous with God.” But feebleness and inade- 
quacy are our portion and our limit. Our Saviour has 
the fullness of ‘the Godhead. We are petulant and per- 
verse even under grace. His goodness is infinite, his 
love knows no tempers of chilliness or estrangement; he 
has no frames of feeling; his attributes and offices never 
become old or indistinct. 

In all the theophanies of the Old Testament, as well as 
in all the personal communications of the New, Jesus 
Christ appears exactly the same. The keenest of critical 
eyes cannot find in him any flaw or caprice; there are no 
inconsistencies for us to reconcile, no imperfections for us 
to deplore. He was as kind to Abraham as he was to John. 
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He had as sincere a sympathy for Hagar, as she cast 
her dying boy under a tree, as he had for the widow of 
Nain, when she followed her dead boy out on the bier. 
He was as forbearing with Moses as he was with Simon 
Peter. ; 

And this is what unites the Old Testament and the 
New closely together. The one supplements and com- 
pletes the other, because Jesus Christ in both is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and forever, 

In the ancient cathedral of Chartres there may be 
found upon the five windows over the south door a suc- 
cinct system of theology, according to the belief of the 
thirteenth century. The maiden of beautiful figure, who 
represents the Church or Religion, occupies the central 
place. Then, on one side, we see Jeremiah with St. 
Luke seated on his shoulders; and, opposite this, we 
discover Ezekiel bearing St. John, and Daniel bearing 
St. Mark. This was a way those ancient ecclesiastics 
had of saying that the New Testament rested on the Old. 
Prophets supported evangelists. The predictions of the 
one tallied with the realities of the other. 

IV. What was the command which John obeyed ? 

So he now discovered that the vision and the voice were 
for others as well as for himself: ‘“ Write the things which 
thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things 
which shall be hereafter.” The whole Apocalypse is now 
before us. It is enough here to indicate a few of the 
revelations it specially contains. 

1, The glory of the Almighty God is without beginning 
and without end. Whether it was meant or not, the fact 
is significant that the word “eternity” occurs but once in 
our English Bible. A solitary verse employs it to speak 
of the residence of Jehovah. “ For thus saith the high 
and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is 
Holy ; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also 
that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit 
of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite 
ones.” Hence, there are two heavens of glory where God 
deigns to show his splendor, revealed by this solemn, 
wonderful word,—the purified paradise and the purified 
heart. 

2. The glory of Jesus Christ is in the presence of the 
Father, and likewise without beginning and without end. 
Where was the Saviour previous to his incarnation? 
Perhaps it will give to some Bible readers a surprise to 
be told that the best answer to this question is given in 
the unfamiliar book of Proverbs (chapter 8) : “The Lord 
possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works 
of old. . . . While as yet he had not made the earth, nor 
the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world. ... 
-Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I 
was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him.” If we 
simply understand that the Wisdom of the Old Testament 
means the same as the Word of the New,—the divine 
Logos,—then we shall put another verse of John easily 
alongside: “In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God.” 

8. The glory of the saints is to be with Jesus Christ ; 
it begins with the new birth, and then is without end. 
Here again it is interesting to remark that the word 
“ family ” occurs only once in our New Testament, and 
then it means the household of the saved. Says the 
apostle Paul: “ For this cause I bow my knees unto the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named, that he would grant 
you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strength- 
ened with might by his Spirit in the inner man.” 

4. The glorified Saviour desires his friends to share 
whatever glory he possesses, and that without end. 

When Christ was on the mountain transfigured, he caused 
that two Old Testament saints should appear with him 
in glory, in erder that the world might know where the 
redeemed were dwelling centuries after death. And in 
the final intercession, the last prayer we know of his mak- 
ing, Jesus asked this: ‘“ And now, O Father, glorify thou 
me with thine own self, with the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was. Father, I will that they also 
whom thou hast given me be with me where I am; that 
they may behold my glory which thou hast given me: for 
thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” 


WHAT WILL MAKE HIM A CHRISTIAN? 
BY EGBERT L. BANGS. 


A note came to me not long ago in regard to the 
average boy of fifteen years. This note was from the 
father of such a boy, and doubtless not a few parents have 
the same anxious thoughts about their boy that the 
writer of the note evidently had about his. The note 
contained this question: “ What will put the average 


Christian?” It has occurred to me that as other parents 

are asking the same important question, in answering it 

for one I may answer it for many. The question implies 

that the average boy of fifteen is not a Christian. It 

does not ask what will save him, but what will put him 

in the way of salvation. Now where does the average 

boy stand ? 

T here assume that the writer of the note meant, not 

the rough boy, not the boy on the street, airing his 

fast tendencies, but the decent, well-behaved boy, whose 

conduct is outwardly correct, and who is reasonably 

thoughtful. I believe many such are a good deal nearer 

being Christians than they think they are, and that what 

they most need is, not the acceptance of a creed, but the 

performance of some specific act that shall commit them 

to known duty. Suppose an acorn lying on the ground 

could look up to the tree from which it fell, and say, 

“What will put me in the way of becoming an oak- 

tree?” The possibility of the oak is in the acorn. 

Place it in your bureau drawer, and it never moves in the 
direction of becoming a tree. Put it in the ground, and 

you place it under conditions that put it in the way of 
becoming an oak-tree in time. The average boy must 
place himself under conditions that are suitable for his 
becoming a Christian, in order to become one. If I wish 
to go to a given place, I must take the road that leads 
there, and then keep in the road. What then is the one 
specific act for the average boy to perform? The man 
who is going the wrong way must change his course, 
and strike into the right way. That involves a choice 
between two courses—a determination to stop going in 
one direction, and to begin to go in another. 

To get into the way of salvation, then, is simply to 
change one’s purposes that need changing. A Christian 
is a Christ person; and one cannot be a Christ person, 
and not come into proper relations to Christ. Our acorn 
has the law of growth within it, but must be in actual 
contact with the ground that is to nourish it, and bring 
out its latent powers, or it will remain an acorn. Such a 
contact as the acorn has with mother earth, the human 
heart must have with Christ to become a Christian heart. 
There is a rap at the door. I say, “Comein.” “But,” 
says one on the outside, “I can’t get in; the door is 
locked.” I push back the bolt and open the door, and 
my friend comes in. To me, the whole process of becom- 
ing a Christian resolves itself into this: First, there must 
be belief in Christ ; and it is as easy to believe in him as 
it is to give our honest confidence to an earthly friend. 
Secondly, there must be a deliberate purpose to do what 
Christ has told us to do; and the summary is a brief one, 
it is only to do right by God and man. Christ, admitted 
to the heart, in the same confiding way that a friend, in 
whom we have all confidence, is admitted there, and an 
honest decision made to live as Christ tells us to live,— 
that is all that is needed to be in the way of salvation. 
Conversion, if you choose to use that word, is thus a 
simple, common-sense affair, that the average boy need 
be no more puzzled about than he would be in making 
any other decision whatever. 
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TILLY’S WORKS. 


BY EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 


Tilly was sitting by the window, her book upside down 
in her lap, rocking back and forth as she repeated aloud 
the last verse of the lesson: “ For as the body without 
the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” 

“There,” she said, jumping up, and closing her Bible, 
“T know every word of that lesson, and I’m the only 
girl in class who hasn’t missed this month.” 

Grandma looked up, and smiled at Tilly. “It is a good 
thing to store up the precious words of the Bible,” she 
said, “ but it isa better thing to believe them.” 

“ Why, grandma,” exclaimed Tilly, “of course I be- 
lieve them! you don’t s’pose I’m an infidel girl, do you? ” 

“T hope not, my dear; but I wish you would just think 
a little about that last verse, and see whether your faith 
is dead or alive.” 

The church bell was ringing, and Tilly hurried away, 
feeling slightly uncomfortable. “Grandma is always 
preaching,” she said to herself. “I’m sure it’s bad 
enough to have to learn the lessons without thinking 
about thera afterwards. Faith and works and evidences, 
and 21i that, is for ministers and old folks. I suppose I 
shall think it’s interesting when I’m seventy-five.” 

Tilly’s dearest friend, Nettie, was waiting for her at the 
gate, and the two girls passed on arm in arm, They 
were talking busily in a low tone, not about the lesson, 
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suit,—how it was to be made, and what it was to cost. 
They came to the church door before Tilly remembered 
to ask,— . 
“O Nettie! have you learned the verses?” 
“No,” said Nettie shortly ; “ what’s the use? I’ve got 
three Bibles, and T can read them any time; besides, I’ve 
got the loveliest story-book, and I never get a chance to 
read on week-days. Miss Marcy may be thankful if she 
gets me to learn the golden text. [ learned that while I 
was braiding my hair. ‘For as the body without the 
Spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also,’ ”’ 
“ That’s the verse grandma told me to think about,” 
said Tilly ; “ what does it mean, Nettie?” 
“It means—why—it means just what itsays. I suppose 
that faith without works is no more use than a body 
without a spirit; but I’m sure I don’t know what works 
are, unless it is the inside of a clock.” 
Tilly laughed a little, though she knew that Nettie had 
said an irreverent thing, and the two girls went to their 
seats. To Nettie’s disappointment they were the only 
ones in the class. She wanted to ask Josie Myers about 
her jacket trimming, and then she always hated to have 
a small class. 
“Tt gives Miss Marcy such a chance to preach at you,” 
she said to Tilly in a whisper. 
“T like Miss Marcy’s preaching,” said Tilly honestly, 
glancing at her teacher, who at that very moment was 
silently praying for help to say something to these girls 
that would lead them to a better life. 
The lesson was unusually impressive. Miss Marcy 
talked to them about the dead body, perfect in all its 
parts, but deaf and dumb and blind and motionless, 
because there was no spirit within it, and compared it to 
one who professes to believe God’s word, but does not 
show his faith by obedience. Tilly began to feel uncom- 
fortable. She had fancied faith and works only con- 
cerned Christians, and she was astonished when her 
teacher applied the lesson directly to her and to Nettie, 
and showed them that it was for them to show their faith 
by their works. 
each of the girls a little note, and asked them to take it 
home, and read it alone. As soon as they were upon the 
street, Nettie tore hers from the envelope, and, holding it 
up, let the wind blow it away. 
“There,” said she, “I know it is something that will 
just spoil all my fun, and I shall not read it. Maybe 
some one else will, and then I shall be doing good.” 
Tilly carried her note home, and went up to her own 
room to read it. In it was a card ruled in two columns. 
The right-hand column was headed : 
MY FAITH. 
I am a sinner. 

“ Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners,” 
’ “ He is able to save unto the uttermost.” 

“‘ Him that cometh unto him, he will in no wise cast out.” 

“‘ Now is the accepted time.” 

‘* Whosoever will, let him come.” 


The other column was headed “My Works,” but 
nothing was written in it. The note said: 

“My DEAR CHILD: Will you honestly ask yourself whether 
your works show that you believe these words from God’s book ? 
How are you showing your faith in Jesus Christ? If your 
faith does not lead you to repentance, is it any better than that 
spoken of in the nineteenth verse of our lesson? Will you 
now ask God to give you that saving faith which will show 
itself in works by repentance and obedience?” 


Tilly sat silent, with her eyes fixed on the paper, and 
that word now seemed to grow larger and larger, and hide 
all the rest. Yes, it was true, she had not a single thing 
to write in that column of Works. Sometime she hoped 
she should have; sometime she really meant to have, 
but not now ; she didn’t want to think about it now. Was 
it true that she was in the company, not of believers, but 
of devils? for that was what the verse said, “the devils 
also believe and tremble,’’—believe and tremble, that was 
just what she did; and then she remembered a verse 
somewhere that said, “believing, we rejoice with joy un- 
speakable.” If she could only believe and rejoice even 
now. With tears slowly gathering in her eyes, Tilly 
dropped upon her knees, and from the depths of her 
heart offered the prayer which her teacher had suggested, 
and the God who is faithful to his promises sent her an 
answer of peace. That evening she sat by her grand- 
mother’s side, talking of the wonderful things the day had 
brought to her, and she laid in her lap the little note that 
God had honored as his messenger. ‘ And what will you 


put in this column of works?” asked her grandmother. 
“T thought of a good many things,” said Tilly,—“ repent- 
ance and love and service, but I believe the best word is 
obedience, because that means all the rest; and O 
grandma, I’m so glad she put in that word now/ I always 
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meant to come sometime, only not now.” 


At the close of the session she gave — 
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LESSON HELPS. 
INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1879. | 
6. November 9.—The Perfect Saviour...... deesechpedesh apace 1 John 1: 1-10 | 
. 7, November 16,—The Love of the Father .......--.---..---- 1 John 4: 7-16 


8 November 25.—The (-lorified Saviour, 
Rev. 1: 10-20 





9. November 30.—Message to the Churches Rev, 3; 1-13 
10, December 7.—The Heavenly Song .......-......+-.-«+ Rev. 5: 1-14 
11. December 14.—The Heavenly City...............-. Rev. 21: 21-27; 22: 1-5 
3%. December 21.—The Last Words.......... --. ---.-4-----00 Rev. 22: 10-21 


12. December 28.—Review. 


LESSON 8, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1879. 
Title: THE GLORIFIED SAVIOUR. 


GOLDEN TEXT: I aM ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND 
vee ENDING, SAITH THE LORD, WHICH IS, AND WHICH WAS, AND 
WHICH Is TO COME, THE ALMIGHTY.— Rev. 1: 8. 


~~ Lesson Topie : 


1. Heralded, v. 10, 11. 
Outline: 1 2. Exhibited, v. 12-18. 
3. Interpreted, v. 19, 20. 


Our Saviour’s Glory. 


HOME READINGS. 


Msaday, November 17: Rev. 1: 10-20. Our Saviour’s glory : 
Tuesday, November 18: Psa, 2: 1-12. Foretold. 

Wednesday, November 19: Dan. 7: 9-14. Foreseen. 
Thursday, November 20: Matt. 17: 1-13. On the mount. 
Friday, November 21; Matt. 27; 45-54. On the cross. 
Saturday, November 22: Acts 1:1-11,. While ascending. 
Sunday, November 23: Acts 7: 54-60. When ascended, 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Rev: 1: 10-20.] 


10. I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind 
me a great voice, as of a trumpet. 

11. Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: 
and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send 7 unto the 
seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto 
Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto 
Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 

12. And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And 
being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks ; 

13. And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto 
the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and 
girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 

14. His head and Ais hairs were white like wool, as white as 
snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 

15. And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a 
furnace ; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 

16. And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his 
mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance 
was as the sun shineth in his strength. 

17. And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he 
laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am 
the first and the last: 

18. J am he that liveth; and was dead ; and, behold, I am 
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of ‘hell and of 
death. 

19. Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things 
which are, and the things which shall be hereafter ; 

20. The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my 
right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars 
are the angels of the seven churches: and the seyen candle- 
sticks which thou sawest are the seven churches. « 


BIBLE LIGHTS. - 


Rev. 1: 10. In the Spirit ——How then doth David in 
spirit call him Lord? Matt. 22 : 43.——I knew a man in Christ 
above fourteen years ago, whether in the body I cannot tell, or 
whether out of the body I cannot tell; God knoweth; such a 
one caught up to the third heaven, 2 Cor. 12: 2..—-And 
immediately I was in the Spirit. Rev. 4: 2. 

The Lord’s day.—tThen.the same day at evening, being 
the first day of the week... . came Jesus and stood in the 
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. John 20: 19. 
——aAnd after eight days again his disciples were within, and 
Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, 
and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. John 
20 : 26. 

v.11. [am ‘Ipha.. . the last.— TI the i TR the first, 
and with the last; I am he. Isa, 41:4.——Before me there 
was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. Isa, 43: 
10. ——I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is 
no God. Isa, 44:6. Iam the first, I also am the last. Isa. 
48 ;: 12.—— These things saith the first and the last, which was 
dead and is alive. Rev. 2: 8. 

¥.12,. The voice that spake ——So the spirit took me 
up, and brought me into the inner court; and, behold, the glory 
of the Lord filled the house. And I heard him speaking unto 
me out of the house. Ezek. 43 : 5, 6.——The Lord’s voice crieth 
unto the city. Micah 6: 9. 

Golden candlesticks.——Thou shalt make a candlestick 
of pure gold. -And thou shalt make the seven ‘lamps thereof : 
and they shall light the lamps thereofs:that: they. may: give 
Jight over against it, Ex. 25: 31, 37. ee ig 

v.13. The Son of damnrine-deati a thadikeness, a the 





throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon 
it, . Ezek. 1: 26. ~-I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one 
| like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came 
| to the Ancient of days. Dan. 7:13. — And, behold, one like 
| the similitude of the sons of men touched my lips. Dan. 10: 16. 
But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the 
| form of a servant and was made in the likeness of men. Phil. 
eine 
| 4sart about ——And he put upon him the coat, and girded 
him with the girdle, and clothed him with the robe. Lev. 8: 7. 
—And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and 





faithfulness the girdle of his reins. Isa. 11: 5. 

% 6. ‘eres... many waters.—— The floods have 
lifted up. O Lord, the floods have lifted up their voice; the 
| floods lift up their waves. Psa. 93: 3.——The nations shall 


| rush like the rushing of many waters, Isa. 17 :13.—And I 
| heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as 
| the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers 
| harping with their harps. Rev. 14: 2. 


+. 16 Twuedged sword.—He shall smite the earth 
with the rod of his mouth. Isa. 11: 4.——The sword of the 
| Spirit, which is the word of God. Eph. 6: 17. The word of 
| God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, 
and of the joints and marrow, and és a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. Heb, 4: 12. — Repent, or else I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the 
sword of my mouth. Rey, 2: 16. 





+. 17. Fear not.—— Fear not, Abram: | am thy shield, 
and thy exceeding great reward. Gen. 15: 1. And. Moses 
said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salva- 
tion of the Lord, which he will shew to you to-day. Ex. 14: 13. 
—- Fear thou not, for I am with thee. Isa. 41: 10. 


¥. i8 Liveth, and was d:ad.-—I know that my 
Redeemer liveth, and ¢hat he shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth. Job 19 : 25.—- Because I live, ye shall live also. 
John 14: 19.——Though he was crucified through weakness, yet 
he liveth by the power of God. 2 Cor. 13:4.—— I am crucified 
with Christ: nevertheless I live. Gal. 2: 20. 

The keys ——And the key of the house of David will I lay 
upon his shoulder ; so he shall open, and none shall shut; and 
he shall shut, and none shall open. Isa. 22 : 22,——-And I will 
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven : and whatso- 
ever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven ; and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
Matt. 16: 19.——These things saith he . . . that hath the key 
of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth ; and shutteth, 
and no man openeth. Rev. 3: 7. 


Vv. 20. The mystery.——According to the revelation of 
the mystery, which was kept secret..since the world began. 
Rom. 16: 25..—-We speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, 
even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world 
unto our glory, 1 Cor, 2: 7,.——Let a man so account of us, as 
of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. 
1 Cor..4: 1. Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not 
all sleep, but we shall ‘be changed. 1 Cor. 15: 51.——Having 
made known unto us the mystery of his ‘will. Eph. 1:9,—— 
Praying always . . . for me, that utterance may be given unto 
me, that I may.open my mouth boldly, to make known the 
mystery of the gospel. Eph.6: 18, 19.——To the acknowledg- 
ment of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ. 
Col. 2:2. 


Are the augels. The priest’s lips should keep knowl- 
edge, and they should seek the law at his Mouth ; for he ¢s the 
messenger of the Lord of hosts. Mal. 2: 7. 

Are the seven churches.—— Ye are the light of the world. 
A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light 
a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and 
it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Matt. 5: 14, 15. 








LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY GEORGE A. PELTZ,.D.D. 

The Book of Revelation is also called the Apocalypse, from 
the Greek word used.in chapter1:1. These titles both 
designate the general character of the book. Many other 
facts of the New Testament are prophetic. They are devoted 
to manifesting, or showing forth, things which are and things 
which shall be; but this book is the only one of the New 
Testament which is chiefly prophetic. 

The author of the book speaks of himself simply as John. 
The title “St. John the Divine,” which occurs in our English 
Bibles so uniformly, is borrowed from an old Greek transla- 
tion, and the term “divine” means simply “ theologian.” 
The’ view early arose that the author was not the apostle 
Jolin, but another, who has been designated “ John the Pres- 
byter.” The earlier view, however, attributed the work to 
the apostle ; and it seems probable that one who speaks of 
himself simply as “John” would be the most conspicuous 
and best known man of that name. So far as the style of the 
work is concerned, it has agreements with the other writings 
of the apostle, and also marked disagreements. 

The disclosures contained in this book were made to John 
while in banishment upon the isle of Patmos, in the Agean 
Sea, now known as the Archipelago. This island is barren 
and desolate. It is.related that convicts thereon were kept at 
hard labor in mines,; and a cave is still shown in which it is 
said. John dwelt, and where he received his wonderful visions. 





‘Some persons have contended that this banishment, and. the 





attendant authorship of this book, are to be placed under 
Nero’s reign, but it seems more accurate to locate them some 
thirty years later, in the times of Domitian ; probably about 
A. D. 95 or 96. 

There are peculiar difficulties in treating the Book of 
Revelation, arising from the two facts that it is prophetic, 
and that it is highly figurative. It is probable that more has 
been written in interpretation of this one book, than of any 
other in the sacred volume. The introduction is contained 
in its first three verses. The epistolary portion then follows, 
extending to the end of chapter 3. The present lesson and 
its immediate successor both occur in these earlier parts, and 
therefore need no preliminary consideration of the several 
schemes for interpreting the book as a whole. The present 
lesson is part of the special introduction to the epistles to the 
churches. 

CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY A. ©. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


(10.) I became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard 
behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, saying, (11.) What 
thou seest write in a book, and send it to the seven churches ; 
unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and 
unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia,.and 
unto Laodicea. (12.) And I turned to behold the voice 
which was speaking with me; and as I turned I saw seven 
golden candlesticks; (13.) and in the midst of the candle- 
sticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment 
down to the foot, and girded about at the breast with a golden 
girdle. (14.) And his head and his hair were white as white 
wool, as snow, and his eyes as a flame of fire; (15.) And his 
feet like to choice brass, as if it had been refined with fire in 
a furnace ; and his voice as the voice of many waters; (16.) 
and having in his right hand seven stars, and out of his 
mouth a double-edged sharp sword issuing forth, and his face 
as the sun shineth in his power. (17.) And when I saw 
him I fell at his feet as dead: and he placed. his right hand 
upon me, saying, Fear not: I am the First and the Last, (18.) 
and the living one: and I died, and behold I am living for- 
ever and ever; and I have the keys of death and of hades. 
(19.) Write, therefore, the things which thou hast seen, and 
the things which are, andthe things which are to take place 
hereafter; (20.) the mystery of the seven stars which thou 
sawest on my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks, 
The seven stars are angels of the seven churches, and the 
seven candlesticks are seven churches. 


NOTES. 


“Revelation” (unveiling) is the Latin rendering of the 
Greek “apocalypse.” The book is generally believed to 
have been written by the apostle John, the dissimilarity in 
style to his other writings being attributable to the difference 
of the subject-matter, and the preternatural excitement under 
which it is written, explaining, perhaps, its numerous gram- 
matical irregularities. It is one of the most remarkable 
books of Scripture, and forms a most fitting close to the long 
series of inspired writings that make up the second volume. 
On its character and contents there have been the most diverse 
opinions, and its interpretation is filled with difficulties which 
have been only partially removed. Careful and cautious 
methods have indeed made much progress, have banished 
much of the capricious and fanciful conjécture of old inter- 
pretations, and established some principles that are to guide 
its interpreters. It differs from the ordinary prophetic 
writings in being a book of visions and of symbols. Every- 
thing passes before the entranced inner eye of the seer. 
Everything has symbolical significance. Nothing is to be 
understood literally. The nature and import of symbolical 
language must, therefore, be carefully studied, and the book 
interpreted with a strict adherence to the laws of symbolical 
imagery. It derives much light in this respect from the 
Book of Daniel, which it specially approximates in character. 
This symbolical character begins, too, with the beginning. 
It is as apparent in the opening vision, and nearly as much 
so in the epistles to the seven churches—seven here, as else- 
where the mystical number of perfection—as in the un- 
doubted visions which follow and make up the rest of the 
book. Thus the “glorifcd Lord” of this vision is not such 
as was presented to the natural vision of the apostles on the 
Mount of Transfiguration. He is clothed with a series of 
attributes, each having a symbolical significance, and all 
utterly unlike what the seer’s natural eye had ever beheld. 
Again, the Apocalypse, while in its outward form much re- 
sembling the prophetic parts of Daniel, in its contents follows 
to no slight extent the great prophecy of our Lord on the 
Mount of Olives, Of that discourse it may be regarded as 
in some measure an expansion. As to its contents, it cer- 
tainly gives us successively and at length the overthrow of 
Judaism and of pagan Rome,—the two great antagonistic 
powers to Christianity—and details the scenes of the final 
coming of Christ and the establishment of his universal 


reign under symbols drawn from the earthly Jerusalem and 


the earthly Paradise. Whether the historical pictures of the 
Revelation. go much beyond these three grand masses of 
events, I believe to be exceedingly doubtful. Most assuredly 
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those interpretations which find here the history of the 
church, in all its vicissitudes running through the ages, are 
utterly wide of the mark, and only open a field for ” most 
arbitrary and nnlimited coajecture. 


Verse 10.—I became. I render in this somewhat harsh and 
unidiomatic way, to bring out the precise force of the original 
verb (“I became” not, “I was”), marking his passing from 
the natural into the preternatural state—Jn the Spirit: ina 
rapt, entranced, spiritual state, not of frenzy, like the heathen 
soothsayers, not one in which imagination took the reins, and 
conjured up at will ideal pictures ; but in which the Spirit of 
God shut, so to speak, his outward eye and sense, and opened 
to his inner eye, under symbolical forms, great truths for the 
instruction of his people. It is a state at the utmost possible 
remove from the vagaries of a disordered imagination, but 
one in which the guidance of the Spirit is just as real and just 
as manifest as in the more common forms of inspiration.— 
On the Lord’s day: doubtless the first day of the week, the 
day of the Lord’s resurrection, and hence pre-eminently his 
day.—Heard behind me. The wonderful vision addressed his 
ear before meeting his eye; the gradualness of the disclosure 
partly, perhaps, preparing him for it, and .partly deepening 
one conception of its importance.—As of a trumpet: probably 
with reference to its loudness, although the trumpet has 
significance in Scripture as attending divine manifestations 
(Ex. 19: 19). 

Verse 11.—The words of the common text, “I am alpha 
and omega, the first and the last,” do not belong here, but 
were transferred from other places, as verses 8 and 21, 6 : 22, 13. 
Still the voice is no doubt that of the Lord: the person whom 
John saw on turning.— What thou seest, that is, art seeing, but 
involving all that, though as yet unseen, belongs to the 
present vision. The command write in a book, also probably 
includes the entire subsequent series of visions.—T'he seven 
churches. The number seven is symbolical, and does not 
exhaust the list of churches in Asia. Asia is the northwest- 
ern province of Asia Minor. These churches follow a line 
from south to north as far as Pergamos, and then in the 
main another line from north to south. 

Verse 12.—To see the voice: elliptical for the person from 
whom the voice came.—Seven golden candlesticks: not as in 
the tabernacle (Ex. 25: 31-40) one central shaft with seven 
branches ; but seven independent candlesticks (or perhaps, 
lamp-stands), as. shown by the p “in the midst of the 
candlesticks.” 


Verse 13.—In the midst of the candlesticks : showing Christ’s 
intimate connection with them, and his equal connection 
with them all.— Like to the Son of man: that is, Christ, who 
was wont so to designate himself (John 5: 27; Matt. 25:31). 
Or this may be rendered “ A Son of man,” meaning simply 
“aman.” In this case the seer does not at first recognize in 
this extraordinary being the person of Christ, but only one 
of the human species ; which would not seem at all unlikely. 
For the possible origin of the phrase as applied to Christ see 
Daniel 7 : 18.—Clothed with a garment: down to the feet... This 
long garment indicated exalted rank as that of king or priest. 
—Girded about at the breasts with a golden girdle. The golden 
girdle belongs to the long flowing dress, and has perhaps no 
special significance. In chapter 15:6 the angels wear it. 
As distinguished from a girdle about the loins, it probably 
denotes higher authority, and activity that demands no violent 
effort. Gabriel in Daniel 7: 9 is girt about the loins as for 
some active service. 


Verse 14.— His head (probably here only his forehead) and 
his hair, white as white wool, as snow. The double image in- 
tensifies the idea of whiteness, signifying purity and glory.— 
His eyes as a flame of fire: indicating that sharpness and 
power of vision allied to omniscience, and the vigor and 
energy which we naturally connect with a fiery eye. 

Verse 15.—His feet like choice brass, or fine brass. The 
word so rendered is a compound of extremely doubtful signifi- 
cation. Its most probable sense, I think, with Alford (after 
Suidas), is a species of amber ‘more precious than’ gold.— 
As if kindled and glowing in a furnace. It is doubtful whether 
the epithets in the original apply to the feet or the gold or 
amber. The meaning does not essentially differ. The fiery, 
glowing feet, free from all clogs and grossness of flesh, indi- 
cate the purity and the glowing fervor of the Lord’s activity. — 
His voice as the voice of many waters ; that is, of a vast heaving 
body of water. The reference is to the majesty and the power 
which the voice suggests. Compare the entire description 
with those of Daniel 7:9; 10: 5, 6, where nearly all these 
images are found. 

Verse 16.—Having in his right hand : not at his right hand, 
but in it, implying at once this power over them and his care 
of them.—The right hand is of course the hand of action.—Seven 
stars: how held in his hand we are not told: they certainly 
are not rings on his fingers, but distinct objects like stars. 
—Outof his mouth a two-edged sharp sword isswing forth. This 
is one of the features of the description which mark its highly 
symbolical character. The sharp double-edged sword indi- 
cates the highest power and most formidable efficiency. Issu- 
ing from the mouth, it connects that resistless power ‘vith the 
divine word or utterance of the beingto whom it belongs. He 


As the morning or noonday sun in his strength and majesty. 
This description, like all the preceding, is symbolical, not pic- 
torial. The effect on the eye is subordinate entirely to the 
effect on the mind. The countenance has a divine splendor 
and majesty to which no object in nature so nearly answers as 
the sun in his all-pervading radiance and power. 

Verse 17.—I fell at his feet as dead: in overwhelming aston- 
ishment and fear (Ex. 33: 20). The spectacle utterly tran- 
scended what his human faculties had witnessed or could 
endure.— His right hand upon me: symbol at once of superi- 
ority and condescension.— Far not: that is, cease from fearing ; 
continue not to fear. The tense implies his actual terror. The 
command implies his friendliness and declares his power. His 
description of himself would mark him as the glorified Jesus, 
if the apostle had before failed to recognize him in his won- 
derful transformation.—TI am the first and the last : a rhetorical 
mode of declaring his eternity : that he was without beginning 
or end. 

Verse 18.—And the living one ; or, he that liveth: that is, he 
who is essential life, and to whom death could be but an 
incidental and transient state (John 6 : 60; 11: 25), and who 
therefore lives forever and ever. The words of the received text 
“T am he that liveth and was dead ” are in the best manuscripts 
replaced by “and the living one;” or, “he that liveth.” 
“Amen” is also wanting.— The keys of hade: and of death. The 
two terms are essential equivalents. Hades is the realm of 
death to which, as enclosed by walls and gates (Matt. 16: 18), 
applies the figure of “ keys.’ He thus declares his absolute 
power over the realm of death and the destinies of the unseen 
world. Death is the great foe of man, and the Lord declares 
himself its conqueror and ruler (1 Cor. 15 : 55-57). 

Verse 19.— Write therefore, in view of this manifestation of 
glory and of power.— What thou hast seen (literally, sawest). 
The vision just presented, and now before him.—The things 
which are: that is, the actual import and significance of these 
visions.— The things which are about to take place: including 
primarily the series of apocalyptic visions to be presented, and 
secondarily, as an underlying thought, the series of events 
which these visions will symbolize. He is to be a recorder of 
the visions, and thus, so far as they go, of the fortunes of the 
church and the world. 

Verse 20.—The mystery, or unfolded secret, of the seven stars 
and the candlesticks. These are among the things which he 
has seen and wiich are— Angels of the seven churches. What 
are these angels? Not the churches themselves, from which 
they are expressly distinguished. Not, I think, the pastor or 
chief bishop of the church. We are, so to speak, in the 
transcendental realm, and I think it easier to give to the word 
“angel” here, the meaning which it has elsewhere through- 
out the book. We have everywhere angels active in connéc- 
tion with all objects and events. It would be surely equally 
natural to connect them with the church (Matt. 18:10; 1 
Cor. 11: 10). As the angel is identified with and stands for 
his church, ‘I see no difficulty in the command to him to 
“repent,” etc. The command given to the angel is under any 
interpretation: really given to the church; to him as but its 
representative.—The candlestick:, as centers of light, naturally 
symbolize‘ the churches (Isa. 60: 1, re Matt. 5:14; Phil. 
2:15). 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL. 


I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day (v.10). If a Christian 
isn’t in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, he is not likely to be so 
on any day. “The Sabbath was made for man;” but it was 
made to enable man to get nearer to the Lord, not farther 
away from him. When you hear a man talk about every 
day’s being alike to him, you are pretty sure to find that that 
man wants to pursue his own business or his own pleasure 
seven days in the week.” If he counts every day the Lord’s 
day, he finds the Sabbath the best day of all to him. If a 
Christian is as godly as John the evangelist, he wants to keep 
the Sabbath holy unto the Lord. And such a man is surest 
to be in the Spirit on the Lord’s day. If heaven is ever to 
opened to a saint still in the flesh, it will be on the Sabbath to 
a saint who is then looking heavenward. 

I turned ‘to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, 
I saw (v.12). If you would get the most good out of any 
message, you should face the speaker. Listening with your 
back to a preacher or teacher is a poor way of hearing any- 
thing that is said to you. And if your back is to a speaker, 
you must turn square around to see his face. That was a 
good example of John’s. When he heard a voice behind 


turned, he saw. 
your early Christian home ; 


his voice you shall live. 





’ needs but speak, and it is done.— As the sun shineth in his power. 





him, he turned to see who it was speaking. And being 
If you are going away from the lessons of 
if you are going away from the 
sanctuary on the Lord’s day morning when the church bells 
ring; if you are going away from the path of sobriety, of 
purity, of reverence, of prayer, of Bible reading,—you shall 
hear a voice behind you, crying unto you, “Turn ye, turn ye 
from your evil ways; for why will yedie?” And if you turn, 
you shall see who it is that speaks to you; and if you heed 


His countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength (v. 16). 
Character shows in the face. A loving nature will make a 








loving countenance. Winsomeness of spirit will give win- 
someness of expression. If a man is to be depended on as 
pure and true and kindly and courageous, those who see him 
will find assurance of this fact in his countenance. Worthi- 
ness of character stands out in the face of the worthy one 
A royal nature gives a royal bearing. NoWonder, then, that 
John saw in the countenance of the Son of God @ light dats 
warmth, and a power as when “the ‘sun shineth in his 
strength.” If we would be cheered and warmed and com- 
forted, and strengthened, let ui look into the face Of Jesus as 
he is disclosed to us in his word and by his Spirit. And 
let us remember that just so far as we come into the 
likeiiess of Jesus, the evidence of that likeness will be 
shown in our faces as well as in our daily conduct waters 
the world. 

Fear not ; Iam the first and the last (v. 17). There is a 
certain sense of security which’ grows out of the fact of tHi€ great 
experience and the unwavering steadfastness of one whom 
we have occasion to trust with our temporal interests, If the 
bank where we deposit our funds is one which never suspended 
payment, which passed unharmed through all the great panics 
of the past century, which stood firm when every other #uc- 
cumbed, we are at rest about our money ii/hard times a8 Well 
as in easy ones. If the old pilot, who is at the wheel when 
we are coming into port on a stormy day, has spent a lifetime 
in his profession, and never lost a vessel, we are not in a flurry 
so long as he looks self-possessed and says there is no danger. 
If the guide who is leading us along a mountain pathway is 
the one who first broke that path, and has been over it, back 
and forth, times innumerable, without ever losing his way, we 
are not concerned lest he should mislead us now. But all 
these are human supports, and may fail us in an emergency, 
The One, however, whom we are to trust with our spiritual wel- 
fare, was in life and in power before any danger or any 
which can confront us was yet in existence. And he is t& 
alive and in supreme power when all these are swept away 
forever. He has never failed of success in behalf of any 
interest intrusted to his charge. He can well say to us, each 
and all: “Fear not; I am the first and the last. I was before 
all your enemies. I shall outlast them all.” And you and 
I can well say in firmest confidence, in response: “I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto him “TK that day.” 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 


BY FAITH LATIMER, 


Recall some of the lessons which have been about the 
Saviour. Months ago we had some lessons about the 
Saviour, from the words of the prophets. When did they 
write %- Every lesson we have has something about Jesus in 
it, but some have had in their title the very word “ Saviour.” 
What was the name of that lesson which is from the letters of 
John, and tells us that “the blood of Christ: cleanseth from 
all sin” ? We have learned of Christ our Lord as promised, 
as suffering on the cross, sending his Holy Spirit the Com- 
forter, as ever living to make intercession, as a Saviour whose 
kingdom shall spread over all the earth, as the Lord who will 
come again. We have looked backward to the time when he 
was shown in the tabernacle and on the altars as the coming 
sacrifice ; then we saw him as he was; we have studied of 
him as a living present, loving, forgiving Saviour as he is ; 
and our lesson to-day is about him as he will he forevermore. 

What is the name of our lesson to-day? What is the 
meaning of glorified ? 

The disciples saw Jesus in his daily life on earth, where he 
loved tocall himself the Sonof man. They saw him again after 
he arose from the dead, and as he ascended into the clouds of 
heaven ; and some of those who knew him best, left the written 
story of it all, for the whole world to read and know. But 
who has seen him as he is in glory ? and what man could tell 
how he who once walked the earth looks now in all the 
glory of heaven? 

There is nothing which we really need to know, to save our 
souls, which God has not told us; but in his love he has given 
much more than this, for as through an open door Jesus spoke 
to his beloved disciple, and showed him strange sights of the 
glories of heaven, and of things which are to be hereafter. 

Who was the beloved disciple? Before Jesus went back to 
heaven, he said something to John which seemed a promise 
that he would come to him again, Did Jesus ever forget, or 
fail to keep his word? Can you tell if John lived longer 
than the rest of the disciples? This is the story of how Jesus 
came again to John, and when and where it was, and the words 
he spoke to him. 

It would take many lessons to tell of all John saw, for the 
most wonderful book in all the Bible is full of what he saw 
and heard through that open door which was shown to him. 
It was “on the Lord’s day.” What day is so called? Why? 
John says, “I was in the Spirit.” What does that mean? 
Where was John? A wicked emperer of Rome, who hated 
all Christians, banished John to a little lonely rocky island. 
As you tell of this, you can outline a map on the blackboard, 
showing the situation of ‘Patmos, and making a cross to show 
also the location of the seven Shitchien, and it will be ready 
for reference in the next lesson. "You can easily copy such a 
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map from The Scholars’ Quarterly, or some book of Scripture 
study. ’ 

We do not know if the old and feeble man John had to 
work in the mines or hew the stone of the rocky island sides 
as most of the prisoners did, for it was a place where they 

t thieves and outlaws too wicked to live in the Roman 
Whe emperor thought when he banished John to 

such a place that he had forever silenced the voice which 
preached so faithfully of Christ; but the love of God the 
Father, asid of the Son, and the grace and power of the Holy 
Spirit, were all with him on that Sunday morning on the 
lonely island, and gave him words to write for every soul 
who will read, until each who loves the Saviout shall be 
called, one by one, to see and share the glorious things of 
which he tells in the book called Revelation. 

When Jesus came to his. beloved suffering servant, John 
heardig great voice like a trumpet; a voice spoke to him. 
Let the class repeat after you, clause by clause: “I am the 
first and the last;” “ What thou seest, write in a book, and 
send it to the seven churches.” John turned to see; he saw 
seyen golden candlesticks. In the midst of them was one 
like unto the Son of man, in shining garments and a golden 
girdle, his head and:hairs white as snow, his eyes as a flame 
of fire, his feet like fine brass, his voice as the sound of many 
waters. In his right hand seven stars, out of his mouth a 
two-edged sword, and his face as the sun shining in its 
strength. John fell at his feet as dead. It was too dazzling, 
his human eyes could not endure the sight of such shining 
glory, and he was afraid. 

But that great hand which held the seven stars was laid 
upon him, and the glorious one said, “Fear not: I am the 
living one that was dead, but am alive forevermore.’ Then 
hhettold him to write up these things which he saw, and told 
the meaning of the seven stars and the seven golden 
gandlesticks, The stars meant those who minister in his 
name to his people on earth, and the seven golden candle- 
sticks were for the seven churches to whom he was to write 

letters which should stand for all the churches in time to 
come, 

Question upon the description of the appearance to John, 
explaining as you proceed. 5 

What day was it? The very day of the week when John’s 
thoughts were most upon Christ, when the Holy Spirit was 
bringing to his mind the words and love of Christ, this 
glorious one spoke to him. 

Do you remember when and where Jesus told his disciples 
he would send the Holy Spirit, and he should show them 
things to come? The voice said to John, “I am the first 
and the last.” Do you know what John wrote in the first 
verses of his Gospel about Jesus the Word? Where did he 
say the Word was in the beginning? Jesus said he «as, or 
had been, forever. What did John see as he turned? He 
said one like unto a son of man, in the form of a man; but so 
dazzling and glorious was the light of his face, and his 
shining head and snowy garments, that John was afraid. 
Do you know when Jesus was on earth, where he was with 
three chosen disciples when his garments became white as 
glistening snow, and his face as the sun, and the disciples 
were afraid. Which three disciples were they? What did 
they do when they were afraid? Matthew tells us that 
Jesus touched them, and said, “ Arise, be not afraid.’ What 
two words did the glorious one say to John when he fell as 
dead? His earthly voice often said those same words; he 
loves to take away our fears, for he would have all to love 
and not be afraid of him. What kind of garment and 
girdle did the glorious one wear? It was a long robe like a 
priest’s, and a girdle like a king’s. Instead of a scepter, 
what did he hold in his right hand? The same right hand 

‘of power touched the disciple as he fell before him. What 
did John say the sound of his voice was like? As it came 
at first, it was like a trumpet, but when he spoke it was 
as the sound of many waters. John well knew the noise of 
the roaring breakers as they dashed on the rocky shore of 
the barren island. Who was this glorious one who came to 
John? 

All the rest of our lessons of this year will be of what 
John saw and heard, and this is the book which Jesus told 
him to write, that all might know what glories are waiting 
in heaven. 

What are the words in our golden text which tell us who 
it was that spoke to John? Do you not understand that 
Jesus, the son of man, our Saviour, made it plain that he 
was and is, and will be forever the Lord Almighty? What 
in this lesson proves his love to John? What his love to 
us? What his power? What his everlasting glory ? 









Norge.—An article on the subject of the lesson, by the Rev. 
Dr. Charles 8. Robinson, is printed on the fourth page. 
A chart outline of Revelation, by Miss Anna T. Pearce, is 
printed under “ Ways of Working.”—Tuer Eprtor. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
When we study about Jesus as he was while on earth, we 
feel that it is a very different matter to pray to him now with- 
out seeing him, from what it must have been to speak to him 





face to face, telling him all our troubles while he looked 
lovingly down upon us. Many of us can say with the chil- 
dren : 
‘“‘T think when I read that sweet story of old, 
How Jesus was here among men,— 
When he called little children as lambs to his fold,— 
I should like to have been with them then.” 

Jesus seems to have understood this feeling on our part; 
so after returning to his home in glory he allowed the dis- 
ciple John, whom he loved, to look into the heavens and see 
him as he now is; and he told John to write down in a book 
all that he saw, and send it to his disciples elsewhere. That 
is how, to-day, we have the Book of Revelation, to give us 
glimpses of Jesus in glory. 

In India there are magicians who profess to show you what 
is going on at this time in any place you may name. They 
pour into the palm of your open hand a spoonful of a dark 
liquid like ink. When that has settled into quiet, you can 
look down into it as in a mirror, or a Claude Lorraine glass. 
They ask you whom you wish to see. It may be you will 
ask to see your father or mother, your wife or child, or your 
friend, way, way off across the oceans. You want to know 
where your best loved ones are, and what they are doing just 
now ; you would like at least a reflection of them if you can- 
not see their real faces. The magician tells you that you 
can see them in that inky mirror. There are persons who 
say that they have had strange revelations in this way. But 
however that may be, there is an illustration here of what is 
done for us in the Book of Revelation. As we hold it in 
our hand and look down into its pages, where to-day’s lesson 
is found, we can see the Friend whom we ought to love above 
all else in the universe, just as he is at this time. His pic- 
ture is before us. His appearance, his spirit, his doings, his 
words of cheer, all are presented accurately. What a lesson 
this is! 

On what day was this vision of John’s? What day is the 
Lord’s day? Why is it called the Lord’s day? Why should 
this day be better than another for getting glimpses of 
heaven? 

What did John hear? What were the words of cheer? 
To whom were messages sent? What did John do when 
he heard this voice? What is our first duty when we hear 
the Lord’s voice? 

Whom did John see? Where? What was in his right 
hand? Who were represented by the candlesticks? Who 
by the stars? What were the most cheering words spoken 
by Jesus at this time? Why need we never fear while in the 
service of Jesus? 

The description of Jesus in glory is, perhaps, best summed 
up by the words, “His countenance was as the sun shineth in 
his strength.” How useless it would be to try and describe 
the noon-day sun to one who had been blind from his birth. 
All that we can now know of Jesus is, that he is in wondrous 
glory, and that his love is wondrous. While he is in heaven, 
he is thinking of those on earth who love him. He is, as it 
were, walking among them, to guard their interests. He 
wants them to trust him utterly, and to have no fear. Every 
day he comes near to his followers; but on his own day—the 
Lord’s day—to-day—he seems nearer than at any other time. 
Those who look to him then in faith shall have comforting 
glimpses of his glory. 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T, PEARCE, 


Introductory.—What was the worldly and what the spirit- 
ual condition of John at the reception of this revelation? 
(v. 9, 10.) Why are solitude and suffering favorable to 
heavenly vision? Is the object of this revelation to disclose 
past or future mysteries? (1: 1; 4:1.) What is God’s 
purpose in enveloping revelation in symbolic or parabolic 
obscurity ? (Matt. 13: 10-16.) In what spirit, therefore, must 
we enter upon its study ? What encouragement have we to 
earnestly pursue it? (v. 3.) What prayer should its study 
inspire ? (22: 20.) By what two Greek letters does this 
book symbolize the Lord? (1: 8; 21:6; 22:13.) Do they 
denote his eternal essence or his beginning (as creator) and 
end (as restorer)? Does the book present the Alpha and 
Omega equally, or the Omega in its relation to the Alpha? 
(1:7; 10: 6, 7.) What comfort is contained in the name? 
(1:17; Heb. 12: 2; Phil. 1: 6.) 

Verse 10.—Why, probably, is the voice which called atten- 
tion compared to a trumpet? (Num. 10: 2; Neh. 4: 20; 
Matt. 7: 29.) What example does John give the sinner who 
hears God’s sovereign voice? (v. 12.) What is the result of 
disregarding God’s call? (Isa. 65: 12.) 

Verse 11.—Why are seven churches chosen to represent the 
universal Christian church? (John 4; 21-23.) What change 
does this necessitate in the object which has ever symbolized 
the church? (v.12; Zech. 4: 2.) Name, locate, and describe 
these cities. 

Verse 13.—How is the unity of the different light-centers 
preserved? What promise is thus fulfilled ? (Matt. 28 : 20.) 
Why is Christ presented (2:1), not at rest, but walking? 
[Do not restrict symbols always to the same meaning, but 
interpret in harmony with the central truth. The Son of 





man is here revealed, not sitting in heaven (Heb. 1: 3), but 
walking in his church on earth. Though redemption is 
finished (he sits), holiness is not perfected (he moves). In 
the latter work we now view him.] In what office, sym- 
bolized by the long robe, does Christ now appear? (Heb. 10: 
21, 22.) Does the higher girding indicate his rest in the 
midst of the thurches, or preparedness for higher spiritual 
ministration? What text favors the opinion that the golden 
girdle does not reveal his kingship? (14:14.) Is the scene 
of our lesson in heaven or on earth? Is Jesus revealing 
himself inthe discipline of the church or in taking triumphant 
possession thereof? (Chap. 2.) 

Verse 14.—Is spotlessness alone, or also experience in the 
service of the church, symbolized by white hairs? (Heb. 
2: 10; 4: 15.) What warrant have we for regarding the 
flaming eyes as heart-searchers, and the blazing feet (treading 
down) ministers of judgment? (2: 18, 23.) 

Verse 15.—What sound in nature is most solemnly grand 
and awe-inspiring? Why does this finer figure than that 
which arrested John represent the voice among the churches? 

Verse 16.—In whose possession, secure, is the light-giving 
power of the church? What comfort is thus afforded every 
true disciple? (John 10: 28-30.) What symbol declares 
that Jesus will divide between sin and holiness even in the 
church? (2:12, 16.) What one reveals him as the source 
and sustainer of her life? Victory—dominion (y. 18). 
Commission (v. 19). 

Verse 20.—What facts favor the opinion that the angels 
(seven stars) represent vital godliness,—life, and the candle- 
sticks church organization,—body? (Stars must shine, candle- 
sticks are light-bearers; stars, not candlesticks, addressed- 
Stars in the hand, secure; candlesticks at his feet can be 
removed. 2:1, 5.) 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 


BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON, 


| FEAR NOT: 
| I AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST, 


: 
| HE THAT LIVETH; 
I AM HE THAT WAS DEAD; 
ALIVE FOREVERMORE., | 
| 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSQN. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


The expression “the Lord’s day,” for the first day of the 
week, or, as it is frequently called, the Christian Sabbath, 
probably occurs here for the first time in extant writings. 
After the close of the canon of the New Testament, the 
expression becomes quite common; and after appearing in 
the Latin dies dominica, it has come to be the regular name 
for the day of the week in the French dimanche, the Italian 
domenica, or giorno del Signore, the Spanish domingo, and the 
like. One example of the early use of the expression—the 
same as in the Greek Testament—occurs in the apocryphal 
Acts of Pilate, where the phrase is put into the mouths of the 
chief priests and scribes before the resurrection. They imprison 
Joseph of Arimathea on the “ preparation, ” which there, by 
the way, seems to be also the designation of a whole day ; 
to await the resurrection “on the Lord’s day” before his 
release. The phrase is used several times by them in the nar- 
rative ; and though no such phrase could have been actually 
so used by chief priest or scribe before the resurrection (if 
ever), nor by the apostles themselves, yet this free putting 
into their mouths of such an impossible term shows how 
common and current it must have been. The date of compo- 
sition of the Acts of Pilate is probably in the second century. 

The phrase used in the epistles for the Lord’s day, is the 
“first day of the week.” This phrase in the Greek Testa- 
ment is commonly a rendering of the Hebrew idiom; thus 
in 1 Corinthians 16: 2, “upon the first day of the week” is 
literally “ upon one of the week ;,that is, upon day one, or 
day number one, of the week. The Hebrew idiom is seen 
in the criginal in the numbering of the days in the first 
chapter of Genesis. It is worth while here to notice an am- 
biguity in a recent excellent commentary on this passage, 
especially as it has misled so sharp and accurate a critic as 
the (London) Atheneum, who finds much fault with the 
comment in question. It is in “The Commentary for 
Schools” now gradually appearing under the general editing 
of Bishop Ellicott. The comment runs thus: “The Greek 
phrase (as given in the best MSS.) is literally, on one of the 
Sabbaths—that being, after a Hebrew idiom, equivalent to 
‘the next day after the Sabbath.” The ambiguity consists 


first in not explaining the idiom, and next in not translat- 
ing the word “ Sabbaths,” which in English should be week. 
In Greek, the word which means sabbath and sabbaths also 
means week, as here. The idiom needs explaining to the 
English reader by saying that “on one of” means “on day 
number one of” according to the Hebrew idiom ; and not, as 
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the Athenxum and a chance reader would take it, “on one 
of the several Sabbaths,” or, in a partitive sense. Undoubt- 
edly the commentator knew the truth in his own mind, but 
he presumed on too much knowledge in his readers. 

“T am Alpha and Omega,” as was natural, has furnished a 
symbol dear to those who love to mix mysticism with a plain 
matter, widely used not only in the East but the West. Very 
common is the ordinary shape of the “labarum,” whose chief 
elements are a monogram composed of the first two Greek 
letters, looking in English like an X with a P stuck perpen- 
dicularly across the point of intersection of the two bars of the 
first letter. In English they answer to a monogram of Ch and 
R. But according to Eusebius, the labarum of his time was 
scarcely complete without the letters Alpha and Omega on the 
sides, as a general support to the main figure. The labarum 
is a frequent walldecoration in subterranean chapels of 
antiquity, as well as in modern churches, East and West; and 
it is frequently found on ancient coins and lamps. Often a 
cross with a perpendicular and horizontal bar took the place 
of the first Greek letter, so that the form of the main figure 
is very nearly that of a short sword with an enormous guard 
for the hand.° Such’a figure occurs on one of the lamps in 
the Di Cesnola collection in New York; though without the 
letters Alpha and Omega, one would fancy the labarum to 
be a short sword, as indeed it seems to be; so far introducing 
another idea into the symbol. This general form of the 
labarum seems to be a favorite one in American church deco- 
ration, though it is not as correct as the original shape. A 
specimen of this later shape may be seen over the door of 
one of the churches on Walnut Street in Philadelphia. 

“What thou seest, write in a book,” especially when 
coupled with the threat in the last chapter of the Apocalypse, 
makes us wonder that people were not more careful in trans- 
mitting the true text of the book. No other book of the New 
Testament is so poorly represented in our common text as is 
this book. Nobody is to be charged with improper motives 
in bringing in corruptions; but a comment written in the 
margin of an old copy, or perhaps right along in the text, as 
the church-lesson notes are in many Syriac manuscripts, would 
be copied and re-copied until it came to be deemed a part 
of the original text. In preparing the first published Greek 
Testament, that of Erasmus, only one manuscript was at 
hand, and that was interspersed with comments, besides being 
deficient at the end. Of course many of the faults of this 
copy were necessarily retained in the printed text; and as 
the last six verses of the book were wanting, Erasmus boldly 
turned the Latin of the Vulgate into Greek—and thus in 
Erasmus’s first edition was supplied the Greek text of the end 
of the Book of Revelation! Naturally this was corrected after- 
wards; but uninformed prejudice still clings to many of the 
errors, and finds fault with critics who would restore the text 
from the best sources, 

As to the defects in the text, they would not be alarming 
were it not for the fact that so many people love to hang 
an interpretation or a doctrine upon a word—or even a letter, 
Specimens somewhat at random are these: In chapter 1: 6, the 
better reading is “a kingdom and priests” instead of “kings 
and priests;” and thus, moreover, appears John’s reference to 
such passages as Exodus 19: 5,6. In chapter 6: 1, 3, 5, 7, 
for “Come and see,” the better reading is “Come,” simply. 
It is the call for the horse, etc., to come forth; and not a 
mighty command to the apostle to approach and behold. In 
chapter 22: 14, instead of “Blessed are they that do his 
commandments,” the better reading is “Blessed are they who 

wash their robes;” the change being. such as would be made 
by a very trifling marring or misreading of the original Greek 
in one or two letters that closely resemble each other. While 
such blemishes do not mar the general sense, they do seriously 
interfere with very many thoughts which might be esteemed 
pretty if not precious; and so long as there are those who 
lay stress on these minor points, it is very impcrtant that 
they build gold and silver on the one foundation, and not hay 
or stubble. 

On the other hand, as to the sources of correction, they are 
many (though less numerous than in the case of most of the rest 
of the New Testament), and very reliable. The very parch- 
ment of the Sinaitic manuscript, for instance, is more than 
fifteen hundred years old; and as to minute thiags, the testi- 
mony of Irenzeus goes so far as to prove that the number of 
the beasts in chapter 13: 18 was in Greek numerals in the 
original autograph of John, and not written out in words. 





ECLECTIC SIDE-LIGHTS. 


Tue Book or REvELATION.—This book, with which the 
canon of the New Testament closes, stands in very rage 
contrast with all that have gone before it. Its glowing an 
gorgeous imagery, its symbolic visions of the coming history 
of the world, are, as far as that volume is concerned, abso- 
lutely unique. And yet if the method of education which had 
been begun under the old covenant was to reach its completion 
in the new, if men were to have stamped with divine authority 
what their yearning expectations might otherwise fashion for 
themselves, it was to be ex 2 priori, that it would not 
close without embracing that as of the truth which took 
the form of an . The later prophets of the Old 
Testament, Ezekie oad Paalek in some measure even Isaiah 
and Jeremiah, had seen such visions, shadowing forth the his- 


the Messiah. One whose thoughts had been specially turned 
to their prophetic writings, to the coming of the Son of man 
in the clouds of heaven (Dan. 7:18; Matt. 26: 64), to “the 
abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet” 
(Dan. 9: 27; Matt. 24: 15), would be led, we may well believe, 
to desire earnestly that he too might be blest with like mani- 
festations of the divine glory, with like foreshadowings of 
the future triumphs of the divine kingdom. The pentecostal 
gift itself was connected with seeing visions and dreaming 

reams (Acts 2:17). St. Peter, his friend and companion, 
had been taught by a vision the great truth that he was to 
call no man common or unclean. St. Paul, though he wrote 
no Book of Revelation, had yet been the recipient of “visions 
and revelations of the Lord” without number, and had 
been caught up to the third heaven, and to the paradise 
of God... . It was, if one may so speak, the natural and 
fitting consummation of these scattered teachings, that 
one, at least, of the great leaders of the Church should be 
called to receive pis to transmit an apocalypse of this nature: 
and if divine gifts are adapted, according to the wisdom of 
the Eternal Spirit, to the character and powers of those to 
whom they are given, we may be bold to say that there was 
no one on whom this gift was so likely to be bestowed as on 
the beloved disciple, who had shared the secrets of his 
Master’s heart ; who had been able to receive and record the 
higher teaching, which transcended the power of the earlier 
evangelists. The idealizing mystic temperament which lives 
in what to others seem abstract terms, light and darkness, 
life and death, love and wrath, is also that which is most 
readily led to clothe its thoughts in symbols, and to shadow 
forth the future, not in the form of an anticipated chronicle 
of things to come, but in mysterious visions and things hard 
to be understood. It was fit that the beloved disciple should 
be taught in the same way as Daniel, the “man greatly be- 
loved,” had been of old, and that he whose sense of the love 
of God and Christ was clearer and deeper than that of most 
others, should see that love revealed, both in the clear light 
of unmingled truth, and in the rainbow hues that encircled 
the everlasting throne. . . . 

Yet the chief value of the book practically is, after all, 
independent of its predictive element. It has enriched the 
devotion and the poetry of Christendom with the most glow- 
ing imagery, with symbols of profoundest meaning. All that 
is noblest and most beautiful in the writings of Isaiah, Daniel, 
Ezekiel, in the ritual of Tabernacle and Temple, is brought 
together by the writer into what has well been called a gor- 
geous “mosaic” of gems, in which all that was most precious 
sparkles as with a new radiance. No book in the Bible has 
so hel to raise the thoughts and imaginations of the 

r above their common life, and to make them, more or 
ess, unconscious poets. The hymns of Christendom would 


lose a large "ype of their beauty and their power if we 
were to strike out from them all that flows directly and 
indirectly from the Revelation of St. John.—The Rev. Dr. 


E. H. Plumptre, ia The Bible Educator. 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


A NORMAL CLASS COURSE. 


At Wilkes-Barre, Penn., a union normal class is con- 
ducted each week, at the rooms of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, by the Rev. J. Blanchard Hutchin- 
son. The sessions are on Saturday evening. The normal 
class lesson proper occupies an hour. Then follows a 
ten-minute paper on some practical Sunday-school topic, 
succeeded by a free discussion. The following is the 
current course of study: 

Lesson 1.—The Need of a Bible.—For divine revelation; for 
human instruction; for religious expression, Paper: Place 
and Purpose of the Sunday-school. 

Lesson 2.—The Books of the Bible—authorship, classifica- 
tion, contents of books. Paper: Home and the Sunday-school. 





Lesson 3.—The Bible a Divine Book—Inspiration. Paper: 
The Church and the Sunday-school. 

Lesson 4.—The Bible a Divine Book—Authenticity. Paper: 
Organization of the Sunday-school. 

Lesson 5.—The Bible a Divine Book—Genuineness, Paper: 
Management of the Sunday-school. 

Lesson 6.—The Bible a Divine Book—Design. Paper: Sun- 


day-school classification. 
Lesson 7.—The English Bible—Character and History. 
Paper: Lesson System in the Sunday-school. 
Lesson 8.—Biblical History and Chronology, from Adam to 
Abraham. Paper: The Superintendent’s Office and Work. 
Lesson 9.—Biblical History and Chronology, from Abraham 
to David. Paper: The Teacher’s Office and Work. 
Lesson 10.—Biblical History and Chronology, from David to 
John the Baptist.. Paper: The Week-day Work of Superin- 
tendent and Teacher. 
Lesson 11.—Biblical History and Chronology, from John the 
Baptist to Death of St. John. Paper: The Teacher’s Bible, 
and How to use it. 
Lesson 12.—Biblical Geography—The Ancient World. Paper: 
How to Use the Concordance. 
Lesson 13.—Biblical Geography—Egypt and Sinai. 
How to Use Commentaries and Other Helps. 
Lesson 14.—Biblical Geography—Canaan and Palestine. 
Paper: Difficulties in Teaching. 
Lesson 15.—Biblical Geography—The Journeys of the Apos- 
tle Paul. Paper: Mistakes in Teaching. 
Lesson 16.—The Bible—Biography—The Time of the Patri- 
archs. Paper: How to Secure Attention. 
Lesson 17.—The Bible—Biography—The Time of the Proph- 
ets. Paper: Lines of Approach to the Lesson. 
Lesson 18.—The Bible—Biography—The Times of the Apos- 
tles, Paper: Analysis of the Lesson. 
Lesson 19.—The Bible—Manners and Customs, Paper: Prac- 


Paper: 





tory of the great kingdoms of the world, and the coming of 





Lesson 20.—The Bible—Manners and Customs. Paper : Seek- 
ing for Root Thoughts. 

Lesson 21.—The Bible—Natural History. Paper: Practice 
in-Seeking for Root Thoughts. 

Lesson 22.—The Bible—Natural History. Paper: Seeking 
for the Central Thought. 

Lesson 23.—The Bible—Institutions—Natural and Human. 
Paper: Practice in Seeking Central Thought. : 

Lesson 24.—The Bible—Institutions—Jewish. Paper: Illus- 
trating the Lesson. 

Lesson: 25.—The Bible— Institutions —Christian. 
Practice in Illustration. 

~ Lesson 26.—The Bible—False Religions and Sects. Paper : 
Word Pictures. 

Lesson 27.—Biblical Interpretation—Words and Phrases— 
Scope—Poetry. Paper: Practice in Word Pictures. ‘ 
Lesson 28.—Biblical Interpretation—Types, Prophecies, etc. 
Paper: Slate and Blackboard Work. 

Lesson 29.— Biblical Interpretation — Discrepancies, etc. 
Paper: Map Drawing. 

Lesson 30.—Bible Teachings—The Theology of. Paper: The 
Art of Questioning. 

Lesson 31.—Bible Teachings—The Creation. 
tice in Framing Questions. 

‘Lesson 32.—Bible Teachings—Spiritual Creatures. 
Teaching Adult Classes, 

Lesson 33.—Bible Teachings—Law and Sin. Paper: Teach- 
ing Primary Classes. 

Lesson 34.—Bible Teachings—Christology. Paper: Teaching 
Intermediate Classes. 

Lesson 35.—Bible Teachings—Redemption. Paper: Teaching 
Careless Scholars. 

Lesson 36.—Bible Teachings—Salvation. Paper: Cultivating 
the Memory. 

Lesson 87.—Bible Teachings—Faith and Works. 
Practice in Cultivating the Memory. 
Lesson 38.—Bible Teachings—Heaven. 
Lessons and Criticisms. 

Lesson 39.—Bible Teachings—Hell. Paper: Class Reviews, 
Lesson 40.—Bible Teachings—The Future Earth. Paper: 
School Reviews. 


Paper . 


Paper: Prac- 


Paper : 


Paper: 


Paper ; Specimen 


A CHART OUTLINE OF REVELATION. 
In sending this outline of the Book of Revelation, 
Miss Anna T. Pearce—whose “Suggestive Questions ” 
are so highly prized—says: “As I find charts wonder- 
fully helpful in teaching, I enclose to you a pattern from 
which I have just constructed a large chart, bringing out 
the several divisions by arrangement of colors in letter- 
ing. I do not know, however, that it will be generally 
useful. Few classes, I suppose, study the entire book, 
and of those who do, many, probably, would prefer other 
interpretations to those I have suggested.” The plan, 
however others would modify it, cannot fail to be valued 
by many readers of The Sunday School Times. 


JOHN’S VISION. 





tice in Analysis. 


Chapter 
Superscription, 1-3. Greeting and doxology, 4-6. I, 
Announcement, 7-9. 
Vision: Christ midst his churches on earth, 10-20. 
Message to the churches. IL., II. 
Vision: Throne of Providence in heaven. RVs 
Praise: One found worthy to break the seals. a 
Seal 1. Christianity conquering. White. VE. 
Seal 2. War prevailing. Red. 
Seal 3. Want prevailing. Black. 
Seal 4. Death prevailing. Pale. 
Seal 5. Souls of the holy dead waiting. 
Seal 6. Forerunners of wrath— 
Stayed till the church is sealed. Praise. Vii, 
Seal 7. Seven warnings of Providence. Vill. 
Trumpet 1, One-third of earth blasted. 
Trumpet 2. One-third of sea became blood. 
Trumpet 3. One-third of rivers and fountains made 
bitter, 
Trumpet 4. One-third of sun and moon smitten. 
Three woes announced, 
Trumpet 5. Woe, Men stung. IX. 
Trumpet 6. Woe. One-third of men slain, (Some 
repented not.) 
A part sealed up. End of time announced. Xx. 
‘Truth crushed to earth shall rise again.” XI. 
Trumpet 7. Woe. The kingdom coming. 
Opposition. XI. 
Blasphemy, XIII. 
Praise—in Zion above. Reaping-on earth. XIV. 
Threshing ? (Matt. 3:12.) Reserved wrath, XV. 
Vial1, Sore on men. XVI. 
Vial 2. Sea of blood. 
Vial 3. Rivers of blood, 
Vial 4, Sun burning men, 
Vial 5. Darkness. Gnawing. 
Vial 6. Euphrates dried, the way of battle. 
Vial7. “Itisdone.” Probation ended. 
Babylon destroyed forever. XVII., XVIII. 
The church pure; her “Word” king. XIX. 
Resurrection 1. Sin revived, 1-10. XX. 
Resurrection 2. The judgment, 11-15. 
The New Jerusalem. The Church glorious. XXI. 
Invitation. Benedietion, 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


eee 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


All publications received will be prom: pay notiged om phe {nis head. 
he interest terest of our readers will guide us in 


BOOKS. 
An Earnest Trifler. 16mo, pp. ii, 249. Boston: Houghton, Osgood, & Co. 
Price, $1.25. 


The Skin and its Troubles. ae pons zraes.) 18mo, pp. 94. New York: 
D. Appleton & Co. Price, 40 
York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. Price, $1. 


— os One More. By Mary Thacher 
Boston: Lee & Shepard. Price, 


‘ay A Question Book for 1880. 32mo, boards, pp. 192. Phila- 
delphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication. Price, 15 cents. 


me's of the Voice; its physiol 
12mo, pp. 189. ew Yor 


ingon. Illustrated. 16mo, 


andanatomy. By Ghislani Durant, 
: Cassell, Petter, Galpin & Co. Price, 


Kit and Thinking. By the late William Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. 
0. Series.) i6mo, pp. vii, 156. New York: Macmillan & Co, 
ce, 

—_ a By ae Bonavia Hunt. Illustrated + 
ards. 16mo, pp. 287. New York: Cassell, Petter, G pin, t ot 

Price, $1.50. 
The Mohammedan ee Problem. By Henry H. Jessu cas 
¥ ~ a0, PP. ot Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Pub Chaion 
cen 


A vin Every Inch of Him; or, Kt. Story of Frank Fullerton’s School 
Days. me ackson Wray. Til any 16mo, pp. 189. New York: 
Cassell, etter, Galpin & Co. Price, $1.50 

Gleauings od the Natural History of the Ancients. By the Rev. 

eo ton, M.A. Illustrated. 16mo, pp. iv, 252. ew York: 

Cassell, etter, Galpin, & Co. Price, $1.75. 


PAMPHLETS, 


Chinese Immigration. By S. Wells Williams, LL.D. 8vo, pp. 48. New 
York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. Price, 25 cents. 


a ot 's Dictionary of New York and Vicinity. Compiled by Town- 


send Percy. 16mo, pp. 2344. New York: D. Appleton & Co. Price, 
30 cents. Kee = 


Whatever can be rescued and revivified from hoary 
antiquity, whether relating to man or the other subjects 
of creation, is not without interest. Especially so is all 
that belongs to the mention of precious stones, plants, and 
animals. The first two of these three are in large 
measure objects of a former knowledge now mostly dead 
without hope of resuscitation; but a little more life 
attaches to the remains—fossil, glyptic, and literary—of 
the animals of old time. The Rev. W. Houghton, M., A., 
F. L. 8., has done what he could in this line in a small 
and entertaining work appropriately entitled, Gleanings 
from the Natural History of the Ancients, in which the 
“leanings” and the “ancients” are very promiscuous 
indeed. The learning displayed is of a very extensive 
but scattered sort ; the gleanings are well winnowed and 
sifted, and prepared in a very palatable form. The style 
is intended to be popular, and is rendered still more so 
by the useful illustrations ; but the text is so interlarded 
with Latin, Greek, and other foreign words, as to be made 
very tedious to an ordinary reader. The scholar, how- 
ever, will find the book a very good thing to economize 
his labor, as the references are so abundantly given. The 
work is of much use in biblical explanation, though by 
no means exclusively so. (16mo, cloth, pp. iv, 252. 
New York: Cassell, Petter; Galpin, & Co. Price, $1.75.) 

The series of biblical commentaries by the Rev. Dr. 
Henry Cowles, is continued by a new volume entitled 
The Shorter Epistles: namely, of Paul to the Galatians ; 
Ephesians ; Philippians; Colossians; Thessalonians ; 
Timothy; Titus and Philemon; also, of James, Peter, and 
Jude. In the preface it is stated that the author’s next 
volume (should he be able to go on) will include Paul’s 
three longer epistles. The characteristics of Dr. Cowles’s 
commentary are by this time ‘pretty well known; 


Bible he is expounding. The present volume is notice- 
able rather for a healthy biblical spirit than for learned 
exposition, In the finer linguistic and, exegetical points 
the author is evidently not at home, nor altogether inde- 
pendent. A student of Meyeror Alford will hardly be 
satisfied to use this book as‘a popular compend of expo- 
sition. The commentary is followed by an Appendix on 
“Canon Farrar’s Doctrine of ‘ Eternal’ Hope;’” which is 
of higher character than the rest of the book. (12mo, 
cloth, pp. iv, 500. New York: D. Appleton & Co. Price, 
$2.00.) 





One of the handiest commentaries upon the historical 
books of the Old Testament, for ordinary readers, is The 
Students’ Commentary, founded. on the Speaker’s Com- 
mentary, abridged and edited by J. M. Fuller, M. A. 
The first volume, containing the Pentateuch, appeared 
some time since, and was duly noticed. The second 
volume is now at hand, comprising the remainder of the 
historical books, from Joshua to Esther inclusive. Of 
these, all after Samuel, or the books receiving most light 
from the Assyrian and Babylonish discoveries, were 
edited in the Speaker’s Commentary. by Professor 
George Rawlinson, whose name alone is a sufficient 
guarantee of ability and conscientiousness. The abridg- 
ment is accomplished by condensation more than by 





mere docking in length. The whole Students’ Com- 





mentary is to be completed in six volumes. 
pp. 638. New York: E. P. Dutton & Co. 


(8vo, cloth, 
Price, $2.25.) 


Mary Mordaunt ; or, Faithful in the Least, by Annie 
Gray, is a bright and interesting story of every-day life 
in a happy English home. It is especially intended for 
young women, and pleasingly inculcates the duty of 
doing little things thoroughly, that there may be readi- 
ness for great things, should God send them. It is pub- 
lished by Thomas Whittaker, of New York. Mr. Whit- 
taker also publishes Vain Ambition ; or, Only a Girl, by 
Emma Davenport. Girls. from twelve to fifteen will 
enjoy this narrative, in which the heroine, anxious to 
perform some magnificent work, disdains to pursue the 
studies proper to her age and station. Though most 
appropriate to Episcopal Sunday-school libraries, it will 
not be out of place in others. (Mary Mordaunt, 16mo, 
cloth, illustrated, pp. 256 ; price, $1.25. Vain Ambition, 
16mo, cloth, ilustrated, PP. 215; price, 80 cents.) 

It will be say atohy year before the field for distinctly 
American fiction shall be tilled to the limits of its capa- 
city. Whole sections still wait for their story-teller ; and 
we fear, even though “ great American novels ” multiply, 
that there will long be plenty of “room at the top.” 
A contribution to the culture of this field is to be found 
in the second novel, Figs and Thistles, of the Hon. Albion 
W. Tourgee, formerly ajudgein North Carolina. Mr. Tour- 
gee lays his plot largely in an interesting field, Northern 
Ohio; and his story, which is of contemporary political 
life, does not lack ability and interest, though not of the 
highest order. It reminds one of J. W. De Forest’s 
Honest John Vane, without the hopeless cynicism of that 
book, and with the index-finger pointed up instead of 
down. (16mo, cloth, pp. 5388. New York: Fords, How- 
ard, & Hulbert. were: $1. 00.) 

A story may have literary finish without being excellent ; 
and its pages may contain allusions to the Springfield 
Republican, and Thomas Nast, and Tremont Temple, 
without being realistic. Such is the case with An 
Earnest Trifler, an anonymous novelette, thought worthy 
to bear the honorable imprint of Houghton, Osgood, & 
Co. Inasmuch as it lacks purpose, while its mere literary 
art is not specially attractive, the time spent over it can- 
not be called well employed. It seems like a sort of 
parody of Mr. Henry James, Jr., whose unintended influ- 
ence upon other writers is not very salutary. (16mo, 
cloth, pp. ii, 249. Boston: Houghton, Osgood, & Co. 
Price, $1.25.) 


It was a happy thought which set Mr. Horace E. Scud- 
der at work in describing the life, at home and abroad, 
of the Bodley family. The Bodleys Afoot is fourth in this 
series, but is quite independent of its predecessors. In 
shape, style, and illustrations, each of these volumes is 
sumptuous, and each is a little library by itself. For 
instance, in the present volume are entertaining bits of 
travel, natural history, biography, poems for recitation, 
and the best things from the old New England Primer, 
all woven so charmingly into the story that children are 
delighted ahd instructed at the same time. (4to, boards, 
illustrated, pp. 202. Boston: Houghton, Osgood, & Co. 
Price, $1.50.) 


Miss Elizabeth Stuart Phelps must certainly be ac- 
counted one of the very foremost among living American 
writers of short stories. She excels in fertility of thought 
and strength of development rather than in gracefulness of 
style, for her language is occasionally careless or inele- 
gant. For downright soul and strength, however, her 
stories can be rivaled with difficulty by other contempo- 
rary writers. Seventeen of her later pieces, a number of 
which will be remembered by readers of periodicals, are 
collected in a new volume called Sealed Orders, which 
takes its title from the initial story. (16mo, cloth, pp. 
vii, 345. Boston: Houghton, Ongood, & Co. Price, $1. 50.) 

His Honor the Mayor, by Helen E. Chapman, is a tem- 
perance story, which sets forth in strong colors the old 
truth that evil communications corrupt good manners. 
Beginning by consenting to become the tool of the liquor 
interest, the Mayor ends his life in financial dishonor and 
moral wreck. The defect of what is known distinctively 
as temperance literature is its tendency to sensationalism 
and melodrama, This story has not escaped that peril, 
and if the light had been less lurid, it would have gained 
in probability. The element of Christian trust under 
trial is well brought out. (12mo, cloth, pp. 395.. New 
York.;: National Temperance Society. Price, $1.25.) 


Seven very graceful stories and sketches make up Miss 
Sarah O. Jewett’s third book, Old Friends and New. «Miss 





Jewett’s strength lies in a quiet fidelity of description 
and an unstudied beauty of language; and therefore she 
wisely confines herself, for the most part, to the descrip- 
tion of the quainter and gentler sides of New England 
life. In this attractive department of American literature 
Miss Jewett has done admirable work. Her writing has 
a pleasant old-fashioned aroma, and touches of pathetic 
humor. (18mo, cloth, pp. 269. Boston: Houghton, 
Osgood, & Co. Price, ‘$1. *P.) 


The fifth volume in the Américan Health Primers 
series is devoted to the timely topic of Winter and its 
Dangers, and is written by Dr. Hamilton Osgood, of Bos- 
ton. The book is somewhat inferior to its predecessors in 
point of literary finish, and Dr. Osgood speaks with 
dogmatic positiveness on some points where a difference 
of opinion exists among physicians. But he has studied 
his subject well, and tries to base his hints and conclu- 
sions on common sense rather than tradition. (18mo, 
cloth, pp. 160. Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 
Price, 50 cents.) 


The industrious pen of Clara F. Guernsey is always 
employed to good purpose, and she has learned the way 
to young hearts. Sybil and the Sapphires ; or, Trading in 
Vanity Fair, is the story of an enthusiastic girl who goes to 
boarding-school, and devotes herself wholly to an unprin- 
cipled and selfish friend, until, through bitter experiences, 
her eyes are opened to her own folly. Many girls need 
precisely the lesson this book so aptly teaches. (12mo, 
cloth, pp. 392. Philadelphia: American Sunday-school 
Union. Price, $1.25.) 


An attractive book on natural history, with the quaint 
title of Little Folks in Feathers and Fur, and Others in 
Neither, by Mrs. Olive Thorne Miller, has been reissued 
by E. P. Dutton & Co., of New York. The volume was 
favorably noticed in these columns on its original appear- 
ance, with the imprint of another publishing house, two 
or three years ago; nor has it grown less deserving with 
the lapse oftime. Itis plentifully illustrated, and showily 
bound in silver and blue. (4to, cloth, illustrated, pp. 
357. Price, $2.25.) 


There are useful hints on vocal physiology and vocal 
care in a book entitled Hygiene of the Voice, by Ghis- 
lani Durant, M..D., now issued in a new edition. But 
in manner its general literary style is slovenly ; and in 
matter it might easily have been given a more compact 
and methodical arrangement, such, for instance, as one 
finds in the series of American Health Primers. (12mo, 
cloth, pp. 189. New York: Cassell, Petter, Galpin, & Co. 
Price, $1.50.) 


LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


The chief articles in the November magazines may be 
noted here. The Atlantic Monthly for November is made 
almost a “curiosity of literature” by the total absence in 
its pages of any poetry. Its most important, or rather its 
most pretentious, paper is by Goldwin Smith, on The 
Prospect of a Moral Interregnum. The article is written 
with a show of care, but many of its statements are sadly 
in error, and its whole tone is utterly untrue. One who 
so little understands the present condition of the religious 
world is manifestly unfit to prophesy concerning its future. 
In Seribner’s Monthly, Mr. E. C. Stedman begins 
with the first of two papers on Bayard Taylor. His series 
of articles on the leading American poets of the time—a 
series which will be the counterpart of his studious work 
on the Victorian Poets. The new task will be harder 
than the old, and its difficulties seem somewhat to impair 
by comparison, the strength of Mr. Stedman’s criti- 
cisms, which are, however, based on thoughtful study and 
sincere endeavor. Scribner’s also contains a very in- 
teresting article, entitled How Animals Get Home, by 
Ernest Ingersoll——An excellent article on natural his- 
tory, The Mimicry of Nature, by Mr. J. C. Beard, appears 
in Harper’s Magazine. It is competently illustrated by 
the author. Other papers in the number call for no special 
mention; but it is almost uniformly good, and more beau- 
tifully illustrated than ever.—In Lippincott’s Magazine 
is an article on the bicycle, by Mr. Julius Wilcox, which 
gives a good popular account of the history and present 
utility of this “practical road machine.” Mr. Wilcox 
says that there is now no danger of its going out of fashion 
again, for the velocipede was a toy, but the bicycle a car- 
riage.——Good Company offers an excellent number, 
readable throughout. The magazine was never so good 
under its old name as it is now.——St. Nicholas appears 
in an: enlarged form, is furnished with a red-lined title- 
page for the annual yolume, and contains a delightful 
miscellany of pictures and reading for the young folks. 
This suecessful monthly, already familiar to the British 
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tion.——Wide Awake is finely illustrated, and readable 
from cover to cover. If any reader ever finds some one 
of the other magazines dull, let him take up this bright 
juvenile instead. : 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1879. 


Rhode Island, state, at Providence .-....-.-------- Nov. 10, 11 
Massachusetts, state, at Worcester........--..----- Nov. 12, 13 


New Jersey, state, at Elizabeth .-....-.........---- Nov. 18-20 


ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOREIGN SUN- 
DAY-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 


The anniversary meeting of this Association was held 
October 19, in the Clinton Avenue Congregational Church, 
Brooklyn. The music was finely rendered by the choir 
of that church, and the addresses were of such a tone as 
to inspire the workers and the Christian public with new 
interest and zeal in the attempt to introduce the Sunday- 
school into every country on the globe. 

The prominence of prayer with reference to this work 
was ably developed by the Rev. Dr. Albert S. Hunt, who 
spoke of the fact that all over the world, especially on 
the day of intercession for Sunday-schools, Christian 
people were lifting up their hearts in prayer for the reli- 
gious welfare of the children. No one, said Dr. Hunt, 

“need feel any doubt as to the necessity laid upon Chris- 
tians of carrying the knowledge of Christ to foreign 
peoples. Although much of our responsibility is toward 
those immediately about us, yet, as Elijah was sent into 
a far country to preach to a woman, and as Christ sent 
his apostles out from Jerusalem, so also does the responsi- 
bility rest with each of his disciples to aid in sending 
his glorious gospel to every creature. 

The objects of the Association were explained by the 
Rev. Henry C. Woodruff. To induce Christian labor in 
the direction of Sunday-school work, to set men and 
women at work in their own towns and villages, to gather 
the children into Sunday-schools and teach them the 
truth, was the end in view. “A certain stigma,” said 
Mr. Woodruff, “will attach to paid missionaries; and 
even if the scarcity of such laborers and the expense of 
sending them did not effectually prevent their being sent 
to every point, they could neither so readily nor so 
quickly reach the heart of a community as could some 
zealous individual already resident in .their midst, and 
familiar both with their language and habits of thought. 
The object, then, is attained if one or all of the true 
Christians in any place will become preachers to children 
and others immediately about them, and, by thus founding 
a new nucleus of Christian work, aid in the conversion 
of the world, each working in his own immediate place 
or sphere. The methods by which these results are accom- 
plished are simple. A group of ladies in America con- 
duct a far-reaching correspondence with Christians in 
almost every country in the world. A pecuniary trifle 
sent to aid in getting books, papers, and other necessaries 
needed to begin a school, encourages. many to enter into 
this work. The Association has interesting Sunday- 
school books. translated into foreign tongues, and also 
prints Sunday-school papers for distribution among for- 
eign children.” 

The workings of the Sunday-school system in Germany 
were briefly traced by the Rev. Mr. Schnatz, who was 
resident as a missionary in Stuttgart in 1863, when Mr. 
Woodruff arrived there and persuaded him to open a 
Sunday-school. He began with five children, and before 
the year was out had six hundred under instruction. 
Many wonderful conversions were, reported through the 
instrumentality of this and other schools, and some of 
the young men converted are now preaching in America, 
in Switzerland, and in Japan. The Sunday-schools in 
Germany are now doing an immense work in influencing 
the religious life of the youth of that country. 

Dr. Philip Schaff next addressed the audience, 
giving an account of the Sunday-school conference held 
at Basle, Switzerland, in connection with the late meeting 
of the Evangelical Alliance, at which Dr. John Hall 
of New York presided, and the Rev. Dr. Thomas Ander- 
son of New York, the Rev. J. Oswald Dykes of London, 
and other eminent divines, spoke. Two sessions were 
held. Two hundred and fifty delegates from England 
were present, forty of whom were from the United 
States, and many more from European countries. The 
interest manifested was most remarkable. Dr. Schaff 
thinks Sunday-school work in Europe is effecting three 
important ends. First, it is preparing the churches for 


market, is now to be re-issued at Paris in a French edi- | in the laity, and teaching them to work; and, lastly, it is 





promoting the observance of Sunday among young 
people who have. nothing to do but to enjoy Sunday 
amusements. “Sunday-school work,” said Dr. Schaff, 
“ will send thousands of children from home to Sunday- 
school, from Sunday-sehool to church, and from church 
to heaven.” — ; 
The Rev. Dr. Talbot W. Chambers spoke of the benefit 
of Sunday-school work abroad. A letter was presented 
from the Rev. Dr. Rufus W. Clark, of Albany, regretting 
his absence, and proposing that a Centennial Sunday- 
school Convention, under the auspices of the Foreign 
Sunday-school Association, be held in New York 
in February, 1880. This proposition was unanimously 
adopted. 

Several Sunday-school superintendents present pledged 
their schools to a certain amount a year toward the support 
of this work. The amounts thus pledged were as follows : 
German Evangelical Sunday-school, Brooklyn, $100; 
Church of the Pilgrims, Brooklyn, one quarter of the 
missionary collections of. the school; Clinton Avenue 
Congregational Church, Brooklyn, $100; Atlantic Avenue 
Mission, Brooklyn, $50; Grand Avenue Mission, Brook- 
lyn, $50. 

The exercises closed by the singing of “ Wanderers of 
the Night,” by Mr. William C. Baird and Miss Annie 
Sanger, and the doxology. The benediction was pro- 
nounced by Dr. Schaff. 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 


—Six Protestant Episcopal Sunday-school conventions 
are to be held in Brooklyn on the third Mondays of Octo- 
ber and November, 1879, and January, February, March, 
and April, 1880. At the first, held in St. Ann’s Chapel, 
Bishop Littlejohn delivered an address on the question : 
“What have the Sunday-school conventions accom- 
plished? ” 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


—A Chinese Sunday-school has been started in the 
Y. M. C. A. building, Brooklyn, the first session having 
been held October 5. One of the workers is Mrs. M. D. 
Culbertson, formerly’a missionary to China. 


—In a recent sermon the Rev. Dr. H. M. Scudder, 
of the Central Congregational Church, Brooklyn, said, in 
speaking of the recently increased and newly catalogued 
Sunday-school library: “It must be understood that the 
library contains books that are intended for Sunday 
reading and those that are not, and parents must judge 
of them when they are brought home.” 


—A missionary of the American Sunday-school Union 
in Texas has just entered his new field, made up from 
Eastern Texas, Southeastern Arkansas, and a part of the 
Indian Territory, having its headquarters in Texarkana, 
on the state line, the terminus of several important rail- 
roads. Sunday-schools are rare institutions on this field, 
and those existing seem to be doing very little good, being 
started in the spring to last only during pleasant weather. 


—From late statistics of the Wesleyan Methodist 
churches in England, it appears that there are, in con- 
nection with them, 6,255 Sunday-schools, with 118,760 
officers and teachers and 766,757 scholars. The average 
attendance of the former is 45,966 in the morning and 
68,616 -in the afternoon; of the latter, 318,483 in the 
morning and 497,442 in the afternoon. The catechism 
is used in 4,616 schools; the children are regularly taken 
to church in 5,395 schools. The libraries number 2,618, 
with 725,387 volumes and 128,706 readers. There are 
1,500 Bands of Hope, with 136,629 members. The annual 
cost of the schools was £64,575. Nearly all these figures 
show an increase over the previous year; but the average 
attendance of scholars is slightly decreased. A tendency 
toward afternoon attendance, rather than morning, is 
shown on the part of both teachers and scholars. 


Y. M.C. A. 

—Nearly $1200 has been raised to establish Young 
Men’s Christian Association work in Haverhill, Massa- 
chusetts. Mr. T. K. Cree has lately been at work in that 
place. 

—During May, June, July, August, and September, the 
Young Men’s Christian Association of Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, received 8,438 visitors, secured employment for 
sixteen persons, aided twenty-eight destitute strangers, 
held 249 religious meetings attended by 19,558 persons. 
The Association is prosecuting work among railroad men 
and among Germans. 

—In the last annual report. of Dr. L. W. Munhall, 
Young Men’s Christian Association State Secretary of 





the separation of church and state; second, it is drawing 


been hindered by temperance labor. He says: “The 
temperance work, also, which has in many places in this 
state been so very successful, has greatly hindered our 
work. Many of our workers have been carried away by 
the excitement and success, and have neglected their 
Association duties. In some places where the work has 
been so successful as to be popularized, many have con- 
tributed to its support financially money that otherwise 
would have been given to the Association, and our work 
has gone begging.” During the past year, Dr. Munhall 
states that he traveled 17,800 miles, wrote 1,877 letters 
and postal cards, sent out: 33,611 documents, made 101 
addresses, preached 169:sermons, and gave 94 Bible read- 
ings. He was present at parlor conferences at Indian-- 
apolis, New Albany, Evansville, Logansport, Kokomo, 
Connersville and Richmond; district conventions at 
Vincennes, Muncie and Cambridge City ; and a county 
conyention at Brewersville, Jennings County. 


—The week beginning Sunday, November 9, has been 
appointed by the convention of Young Men’s Christian 
Associations, held at Baltimore last May, as a week of 
prayer for young men. The World’s Young Men’s 
Christian Association Convention at Geneva, Switzerland 
(in which eleven nations were represented by two hundred 
and fifty delegates), made a similar recommendation, so 
that in various parts of the world will this time of prayer 
be observed. ‘The following topics have been recom- 
mended: November 9, “Agreement in prayer encour- 
aged” (Dan. 2+ 17-23 ; Matt. 18:19, 20). November 
10, “A moral young man weighed and found wanting” 
(Mark 10: 17-22). November 11, “The son of a godly 
father who went astray” (2 Chron. 32: 33; 38: 1-18). 
November 12, “A man prospered beyond precedent but 
unsatisfied” (Eccl. 2: 1-11; John 4: 13, 14). November 
18, “The secret of a young man’s success in business” 
(Gen. 89: 1-6, 22,23). November 14, “ A highly favored 
man and his terrible end” (Matt. 10: 1-4; Luke 22: 3-6, 
47, 48; Matt. 27:3-5; Acts 1: 16-20). November 15, 
“ Opposite choices of two young men” (Heb. 11: 24-26; 
Gen. 13: 10-13). In connection with these suggestions 
of topics, the committee sends out recent information 
concerning Young Men’s Christian Association work, 
from which it appears that during the past year a num- 
ber of general secretaries have been secured for leading 
cities, principally in New England and the South. At 
the railroad conference in Altoona, September 18-21, one 
hundred and sixteen delegates were in attendance, and 
during the year the number of railroad secretaries increased 
from six to twenty-one, In various colleges the num- 
ber of associations during the same time has increased 
from thirty-seven to sixty. 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL CENTENARY. 


—At the late state convention of the Vermont Sunday- 
school Association, held at Burlington, October 7 and 8, it 
was voted that the executive committee appoint three 
delegates and three alternates to attend the Sunday-school 
centenary in London next year. 


—The following suggestion appears in the Berlin Sonn- 
tagsschulfreund for October 15: ‘We would like per- 
mission toask the entire German Sunday-school world 
whether it is not a duty and a right to express our thanks 
to the English Sunday-school. Union by a contribution to 
their centenary fund; even the smallest gift will be 
received with thanks. Our delegates, whom we are to 
send in June of next year to celebrate with them, ought 
not to be sent with hands quite empty. Let each one lay 
aside on Sunday, with a happy, willing heart, according 
as he has, and not according as he has not, so that our 
English friends may see and recognize how greatly we 
value the unity in spirit with them. How will it look to 
us after a hundred and fifty years! The Lord grant his 
mercy that our Sunday-schools may grow, as they have 
begun, to thousands and tens of thousands |” 


GENERAL. 

—The newly fitted Teachers’ Hall and Parlor in the 
building of the American Sunday-school Union, Phila- 
delphia, are approaching completion. The former is fifty 
by twenty-eight feet, and: twenty-four feet high. The 
latter is twenty-eight feet square, The two rooms can be 
thrown together when desired. The rooms are to contain 
Sunday-school books and periodicals, and will be used for 
teachers’-meetings and as a workers’ headquarters. 

—An important change has been made in the plan of 
study in the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle. 
Instead of making» a distinction ‘between the several 
years of the course, each year’s study will be accounted 
the first year for new pupils, whether it be the first, second, 
third, or fourth of the four years’ course. The unity pro- 
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a chief reason for making this advan- 
tageous change. Any further information 
on this point, or any other affecting the 
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific. Circle, 
will be sent by Dr. J. H. Vincent, Plain- 
field, New Jersey. 


—Atlanta University (colored), at Atlan- 


- ta, Georgia, has this year ninety-five board- 


ing students and a large attendance of those 
living in the city. Fourteen scholarships 
have been established in its normal depart- 
ment, by the Peabody Fund, on the advice 
of Dr. Orr, state commissioner, of schools. 
The Georgia legislature has passed a reso- 
lution asking the members of Congress 
from Georgia to try to secure for Atlanta 
University a share of the unpaid bounty 
money of colored soldiers. 


—In connection with the annual meeting 
of the New York Sunday-school Associa- 
tion, a reunion of Sunday-school workers 
of all denominations will be held at the 
Broadway Tabernacle, New York, on 
Monday evening, November 10. The 
programme is a very strong one. General 
Clinton B. Fisk will give an address of 
welcome; Dr. Philip Schaff will speak of 
The Sunday-school Abroad; Chancellor 
Crosby will describe some features of The 
Sunday-school of the Future; and Dr. 
William M. Taylor will present the claims 
of The Sunday-school here andn ow, the 
Duty of the Hour. 


—The managers of the Old Man’s Home, 
Philadelphia, state that a generally prev- 
alent impression that the Home has a per- 
manent fund adequate to its support has 
seriously diminished contributions to its 
treasury. The fund of the institution is 
little over $30,000, the interest of which is 
obviously unequal to the maintenance of 
a family of sixty-four persons. The mana- 
gers are anxious that the public should 
visit the Home (Thirty-ninth and Baring 
Streets), and recognize its usefulness, In 
view of the want of means to meet{current 
expenses, Thursday,November 6, was ob- 
served-as a donation day, for the recep- 
tion of contributions in money, clothing, 
and provisions. 


PERSONAL. 


—The Rev. J. 8. Ostrander, who has 
lately returned from four months’ Sunday- 
school assembly work, with a trip to the 
Rocky Mountains, will spend the fall and 
winter in assembly work and lectures in 
the Eastern states. He proposes to visit 
Egypt and the Holy Land in February, 
stopping in England, on his return, to take 
part in the Sunday-school Centenary. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation 
The Sunday School Times is given each week. 
The regular edition this weed fee subscribers 
is 29,000 copies. Advertisers are free to ex- 
amine the subscription list at any time. The 
uniform advertising rate for ordinary adver- 
tisements 15 cents per agate line for each and 
every insertion. 


Ir Success be the true test of merit, it 
is certainly a settled fact that “Brown’s Bron- 
chial Troches” have no equal for the prompt 
relief of Coughs, Colds, and Throat troubles. 


“SoLip AS GRANITE.” 

It is a pleasing though not a surprising 
fact that the new business of the A®tna 
Life Insurance Company has been notably 
increasing during the past nine months, 
the advance, as compared with the corres- 
ponding period of last year, being es- 
pecially gratifying. Commissioner Sted- 
man, who has just completed the regular 
examination of the Company, as re- 
quired by law, speaks of its condition 
with the utmost confidence and enthusi- 
asm. The other day he remarked, in con- 
versation concerning the Attna Life, that 





its assets are as solid as granite.— Hartford 
Post, Oct 23, 1879. 


EVERYBODY NEEDS, after the exhaustion 
of the day, a stimulant that is nourishing as 
well as warming. Nothing isso well suited 
for this purpose as Cocoa or Chocolate. 
That prepared by Walter Baker & Co. has 
the highest reputation of any in the market. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


FITZPATRICK’s premium stained glass for churches 
less than inferior work, onteatne pauls, Address 
Box 226, Stapleton, Richmond Co.. 


To ONE AND ALL.—Are you Peering from a Cough, 
Cold, Asthma, Bronchitis, or any of the vacious pul- 
monary troubles that so often end in Consumption? 
If so, use *‘ Wilbor’s Pure Cod Liver Oil and Lime,” a 
safe remedy. This is y Ra ——— but is 

regularly prescribed b: 7 i he medical faculty. Manu- 
factured only by A. WILBOoR, Chemist, Boston.— 
Sold by all druggists. 


Harper's Young People, 


AN ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY. 








The publishers of this journal propose to furnish the 
boys and girls of America with a first-class illustrated 
weekly, full of amusement and instruction, at a price 
which will place its advantages within the reach of 
every family in the country. 

It will contain attractive serial stories, beautiful il- 
lustrations, short tales, poems, anecdotes, sketches of 
foreign countries, narratives of daring and adven- 
ture, suggestions for games and atheletic exercises, wit 
and humor, Editor’s Post-Office Box, etc.—in short, 
everything that can stimulate and satisfy the intelli- 
gent curiosity of boys and girls. Every effort will be 
made to furnish variety, and to make each successive 
Number more attractive than its predecessor. 

HARPER’S YOUNG PEOPLE will be issued every 
Tuesday, beginning on the 4th of November, 1879. 


‘TERMS. 


Four cents a Number. 


Single subscriptions for one year, $1.50; five sub- 
scriptions, one year, $7 00—payable in advance. Post- 
age free. 

Subscriptions may begin with any Number. When 
no time is specified, it will be understood that the sub- 
scriber desires to commence with the Number issued 
after the receipt of order. 

Remittances should be made be Post-Office Money 
Order or Draft, to avoid risk of loss. 


Address HARPER & BROTHERS. 


FRANKLIN SQUARE, NEW YORK, 





HARPER’S PERIODICALS 


FOR 1880. 
HARPER'S MAGAZINE, One Year,........---+-- $4 00 
HARPER'S WEEKLY, One Year,.......-.---0+- 400 
HARPER'S BAZAR, Oné Year, .s.00+.-000---20-00- 4 00 
HARPER'S YOUNG PEOPLE, One Year.......-- 1 50 


INDUCEMENTS FOR 1880 ONLY. 


RF Thirteen Numbers of HARPER’S YOUNG PEOPLE 
will be furnished gratuitously to every yearly subscriber 
to HARPER’S WEEKLY /or 1880; or HARPER’S YOUNG 
PEOPLE and HARPER’S WEEKLY will be sent to any 
address for one year, commencing with the first Number 
of HARPER’S WEEKLY for January, 1880, on receipt 
of $5 00 for the two Periodicals. 
22d THOUSAND. 


AKNIGHT of the XIXth CENTURY 


By E. P. ROE. 


mo s Magazine: 

t is a book which those who begin will be 
pretty sure to finish, deriving from it a new 
impulse to the truest knighthood.” 


Utica Herald: 
“The whole tone of the work is manly and 
healthful. It is thoroughly noble in all its 
teachings and tendencies,” 


ay 5 300 Republican : 

Enhances the author’s already well-estab- 
lished reputation. Mr. Roe is sensational, but 
to a degree that is not unhealthy, and his book 
will be leas ephemeral than the general run of 
religious novels,” 


Christian Intelligencer: 
“This book contains the elements of perfect 
work, clearness and brilliancy of style, con 
ciseness and beauty of expression, a good plot, 
an 2 pines story, and a most excellent 
mora 


Large 12mo. $1.50. 


DODD, MEAD, & €0,, Publishers, 


751 Broadway, New York. 


QED ! for Catalogue of Sunday-school Books and 
2 ee by the American Sunday-school 

Taion N No, 1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Inorderin: zoods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning a: ything advertised in this paper, 
you wil. oblige the publisher as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 

tisement in The Sunday School Times. 








For the School and the Family. 


THE NEW AMERICAN 


Reading Gharts 


ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTION, 
BY 
1—THE WORD METHOD. 
2.—PHONIC ANALYSIS. 
3.—THE A BC METHOD. 
30 Numbers in a Set. 26x 33 inches in Size. 


ON WALNUT ROLLER, WITH BRACKETS. 
ONLY $500 PER SET. 


The Charts are finely printed (with a beauti- 
ful red border), in bold and clear type, which 
was all made expressly for the purpose. The 
matter is pleasing and attractive, and the illus- 
trations are appropriate. 

In Nos. 15 and 16, and in the phonic spelling 
exercises of the other Charts, silent letters are 
indicated by a novel and original device. 

A pair of handsome JAPANNED IRON BRACK- 
ETS, to be fastened to the wall or blackboard, 
from which the Charts can be suspended, will 
be furnished with each set, without extra 
charge. If preferred, cords may be used 
instead of brackets. 

We believe that these Charts will impart 
more information than any other series pub- 
lished, and that they will be 


WANTED IN EVERY SCHOOL. 


SUMMARY OF CONTENTS. 
Nos. 1 to 6 are for sight-reading of words, 
phrases, and sentences. 

Nos. 7 and 8 show words as made up of ele- 
mentary sounds, with reading by sight. 
Nos. 9 to 14 are reading-lessons with exercises 

in Phonic and Alphabetic Spelling. 


No. 15 gives phonic exercises on Vowel Sounds. 
No. 16 gives phonic exercises on Consonant 
Sounds, 
In Nos. 15 and 16 the drill letters are 
diacritically marked, and numerous exam- 
ples are given for practice. 


In No. 16 the consonants are arranged 
(in two columns) so that pairs are on the 
same line. So far as possible, among the 
examples under each drill letter, words are 
given in which that letter is duplicated : 
thus, bulb, noon, ginger, thither, gig, prop, 
church, ete.; also words embracing each 
pair: thus, cargo, dent, charge, favor, 
size, ete. 

Nos. 17 to 27 are reading-lessons with exer- 
cises in Phonic and Alphabetic Spelling. 

No. 28 furnishes a lesson for elocutionary drill. 
While the words are so short and easy as to 
be read by very young pupils, the phrase- 
ology gives scope for the display of the 
highest elocutionary powers. 

No. 29 is a chart of colors, with a reading- 
lesson thereon. Nine colors are repre- 
sented,—Red, Blue, Yellow, Orange, Violet, 
Green, Citrine, Olive, and Russet. This 
chart will be found very useful in teaching 
the pupils to distinguish colors. 

No. 30 is the Alphabet in Seript letters. 

Cover page 2 is the Alphabet in Roman letters, 
with an Analysis of the forms of Letters. 

Cover page 3 is a chart representing 

Lines.—V ertical, horizontal, oblique, par- 
allel, intersected, curved (right and left), 
waved, spiral. 

Angles.—Right, acute, obtuse. 

Surfaces.—Triangle, circle, half circle, 
quarter circle, ellipse, oval, square, rec- 
tangle, rhombus, rhomboid, convex, con- 
cave. 

Solids.—Cone, cylinder, triangular prism, 
sphere, pyramid, cube, wedge. 


Forms.—Crosses, stars, rosettes. 





Directions for the Teacher are printed on most 
of the Charts. 


Published by 
J. H. BUTLER & CO., 
723 CuEsTNUT St., PHILADELPHIA, 





JB, LIPPINCOTT & C0, 


Have Just Published: 


WITH GENERAL GRANT IN 
THE EAST. 


By John M. vee M.D. Illustrated. 12mo, 
Extra cloth. $1.50. 


BARTHOLOW’S HYPODERMIC 
MEDICATION. 


The Treatment of Diseases by the Hypodermic 
Method. A Manual of Hypodermic Medi- 
cation. By Roberts Bartholow, A.M., M.D., 
LL.D. Third edition. Revised and En- 
rg Illustrated. 12mo. Extra cloth. 

1.50. 


A POPULAR GUIDE TO THE 
TERMS IN ART AND SCIENCE. 


By C. Bankes Brookes.” Large 12mo. Extra 
cloth. $1.50. 





HISTORY OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 


For Schools and Academies. By Joseph T. 
Derry, Professor of Anc:.nt and Modern 
Languages in Wesleyan Female College 
Macon, Ga. With illustrations. New anc 
Revised Edition. Half roan. $1.35. 





THE CROSS. 
A Series of Poems. Charles F. Richardson. 
16mo. Extra cloth. 60 cents. 





ATLAS OF SKIN DISEASES. 
PART VI. 


By Louis A. Duhring, M. D., author of 
“Diseases of the Skin.” Royal quarto. 
Paper cover. $2.50. 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By the author of “THE SECOND WIFE,” etc. 


IN THE SCHILLINGSCOURT. 


A Romance. From the German of E. MARLITT, 
Author of “The Old Mam’selle’s Secret, p: ("ihe 
Second Wife,” ‘“‘ Gold Elsie,” etc. 

By MRS. A. L. WISTER. 12mo. Extracloth. $1.50. 


“It is ones of yy best of E. Marlitt’s romances, trans- 
lated b €, A. L. ister, who has an established 
reputation "for excellence of judgment in choosing 
works for translation. and for = and skill in trans 
lati them.”— New Yor ing Post. 

“This book is the best of its author’s works in:re- 
pect to yon a and interest.””—Boston 
Ftorday Bente 

*,* For sale 4 all , eekeeiters, or will be sent by 

mail, postpaid, on receipt of the price by 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., Publishers, 
715 and 717 Market St., Philadelphia. 
JUST OUT. 


Stories ‘Tie Happy Days 
of Christmas Time. 


By the Rev. George W. Shinn. Five Illustrations. 

12mo, fancy cloth binding. $1.00. 

Persons who have charge of Christmas entertain- 
ments for schools will find in this new book a v: ety 
of stories for reading aloud, with directions for i 
trating them in pantomime, with tableaux, carols; ete. 


THE 
SHAKESPEARE BIRTHDAY BOOK. 


ores 0, printed on fine super-calendered r, 
wit phn pi for oogremne. Cloth, plain, 75 ets. ; 
cloth, gilt, also in fine bindings. 

“The Gem of Birthday Books.” ‘One of the pret- 


tiest books for presentation that we have seen.” “A 
dainty little volume, brimful of happy suggestions.” 


MARY MORDAUNT; 


OR, FAITH IN THE LEAST. 


By Annie Gray. 12mo, cloth. 8 illustrations. $1.25. 
“A most charming story for older girls.’ 

A complete catalogue of choice publications mailed 
free on ¢pplcation. 


THOMAS WHITTAKER, 
2 & 3 BIBLE HOUSE, NEW YORK. 


Dr. McCosh’ s Works. 


New and neat edition, reduced from $1500. 
5 vols., 8vo, uniform, $10 00. 


COMPRISING: 
1. THE METHOD OF DIVINE GOVERNMENT. 
2. TYPICAL FORMS AND SPECIAL ENDS IN 
CREATION. 
3. THE INTUITIONS OF THE MIND. 
4. THE DEFENCE OF FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH. 
5. THE SCOTTISH PHILOSOPHY. 


Any volume sold separately at $2.00. 


“Thousands of earnest, thoughtful men have 
found treasures of argument, illustration and 
learning in these pages, with ‘which their minds 
and hearts have been enriched and fortified ca 
better work and wider injfluences.”—N. Y. 
Observer. 








Dr. McCosn’s LoGicl.....__-.----.... $1.50 
CHRISTIANITY AND POSITIVISM. 12mo--1.75 
REPLY TO TYNDALL. 12m0-............. 0.50 


THE DEVELPOMENT HyYPorTHEsIS 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 


530 Broadway, New York, 
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WIDE AWAKE PLEASURE BOOK F. 


Entirely original by best American Artists 
ond Authors. The opening story is by Mrs. 
A. D. T. Whitney. 


More attractive than any previous volume. 


In chromo board covers, $1.25. In elegant cloth 
binding, $1.75. Ask your bookseller for them, or send 
order with price to 

_ Boston: D. LOTHROP & CO., Publishers. — 


SEND FOR THE 


- CHRISTIAN’S YEAR BOOK, 


AN 
Bible Reader’s Companion 


For 1880. Containing a plan for the consecutive read- 
ing of the’Bible in one year, a text for daily meditation, 
the International Sunday-school lessons and golden 
texts for 1880, many Bible readings never before pub- 
lished, and choice poems. An appropriate present for 
Sunday-school teachers to give to their scholars for the 
New Year. Price, in paper, each, 10 cents, per , 
1,00; in cloth, 25 cents each, per dozen, $2.50. Cata: 
ogues and samples of Sunday-school papers and cards 
sent free. Send for our holiday —~ Raggy Christmas 
and New Year cards a —_ dress Stephen 
Paxson & Co., Bible and anday-school Book House, 
207 North Sixth Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


Just published, a mon revised 
BIBLE 


and illustrated edition of 
HAND 


Tur BIBLE HAND Book, 
BOOK. 








An introduction to the study 
of the + eco By Josep 
ay us, D $3.00. 

is isa vataaie work on the 
Pr. of the Bible, and com- 
mended by ministers, Sabbath- 
school teachers, editors, and 
others. The following is 
From the Western Recorder: 

“If you wish to save time in omens a knowledge 

me Scriptures, study Angus’ Hand Book of the 


“Tf you wish to save money by having a good-sized 
ong 4 “ one small book, buy Angus’ Hand Book of 
e 
i aed yea wish hedaees pt ang ay of _ a) pony 
sterious passages in the Scriptures, study Angus 
Hand Book of the Bible.” 9 
bia Sent ay ah mail, 1 pom paid. on receipt of the price. 
ublish niladeipi MARTIEN, 29 So. Seventh 
Street, Phil delphia. 


TEMPERANCE PLEDGE 














AUTOGRAPH IN TVVESE 





The undersigned takes p ein i all 
the friends of the tem) erance cause, that he nas 3 just 
copyrighted and issu 


Temperance Pledge Autograph Album 


which cannot fail to do good service in the hands o 
the workers. ase the co of each page the temperance 





i P 
sj When an autograph ested and secured in one 
of these albums, the Diedige 


signed and the seeming! 
small act and perhaps been a long step towards 
saving a body and soul from ruin. 

It will prove a most effective nt in the hands of 
ladies, who can wield a great influence b, yop 
the autographs of all Cy friends. In the hands o 
children much good will be done, by the earnestness 
and persistency which ‘leon and girls are sure to put 
into such work. 

The album can be carried in a gentleman’s pocket, 
and thus be always ready for signers to the pledge. 


The price of the regular edition is $1.00. 
The Boys’ and Girls’ edition is 50. 
Agents are wanted to sell these albums everywhere. 


Temperance Women can Sell 
Thousands. 


If there is no agent in your town, send direct to the 


publisher. 
NOTICES OF THE PRESS! 


“The malt ae Dems Ss ht to become 
poenier. Mebane Mew a ee nst alcohol.” — 
ew Yor 


“This is a novel and most admirable device for an 

rT. album. The | oe solicited for his name 

og npl balan between the irresistible de- 

sire to write h my ry and the inevitable ey 
of taking the saease he does so.”—The Watchma 


“This little book is destined to do good service in 
the hands of temperance workers. It is a novel idea, 
a should be at once taken hofd of.”’— Temperance 


These books will be found very convenient and 
useft »— Presbyterian Weekly. 


“ With these books young ladies can accomplish oy. 
bo necel service among their companions.” — Zion’ 


“May be penis the means et much good.”— The Sun- 
day Times. 


“The embodiment of a new and capital idea which 
can be made effective for tgs in the temperance 
cause.” — Ek 


Send at once fie a@ copy. 
HOWARD GANNETT, Publisher, 
52 Bromfield Street, Boston. 


I WISH TO EXCHANGE 
A CHEST oe aac MAKER’S TOOLS ap- 


1 Fonte oF at $100, 

PIO. TYPE, only a small portion of 
which eed ever been inked, and less than 100 im- 
pressions taken from it, with an oak cabinet of 12 


cases, $28.00. 

A LAPILINUM BLACKBOARD, 4x 9 feet, makin; 
72 square feet of surface on the two sides, ‘mount 
on black walnut to hang either way. Has had bat 
little use, and is godd as new. st 

For Books.— Theological, religious, or standard works 
of reference, commentaries, EE gare etc. Must 
all be in good order. Address full particulars, 

CHA . SEAVER, Whitehall, ich. 


Senet Purchasing Means 
A SAVING OF MONEY. 


By this plan, fifty different articles, all standard 
goods, and in daily use in every house, sent to all 
points, at about the es generally paid. Goods 
consist of kerchiefs, hose, shirts, underwear, cutlery, 
needles, pins, pencils, paper, envelopes, etc., up to 
sewing machines, organs and pianos. Responsible 
persons desiring an honorable and paying business, 
can find it in getting up clubs for this co-operative plan 
and work near home. It pays tay bs > to look into 
this, For yg address 8. Roth, Delmont, 
Westmoreland Ce., 


~ In ordering sass or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publisher, as well as the adver- 


tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 











Now Ready: 
BIGLOW & MAIN’S 


Christmas Annual No. 10. 


TSS constantly sadibepititie | demand for our Annual 
enables us to offer a bey we) number of Carols, and 
a greater variety than ever before. 


No. 10 Contains 12 New Carols 


ALL BY WRITERS OF THE WIDEST CELEBRITY. 


WHILE WE OFFER DOUBLE THE 
QUANTITY OF MATERIAL, WE 
SHALL ADHERE TO THE 
OLD PRICES: 

5 Cents by Mail; $4 per 100 Copies. 


CHRISTMAS SERVICE No. 2. 


R. J. H. VINCENT has prepared a pow Service 

for Christmas, embracing 
which contains valuable Bible instruction on the 
Birth and Mission of Christ. Appropriate Songs are 
also inserted, and the whole Service is most beautiful. 
The thousands who have used No. 1 of this series will 
find No. 2 even better. 


10 Cents by Mail; $7.50 per 100 Copies. 
MAY BE ORDERED THROUGH ANY 











FOR CHRISTMAS TIMES! 


Address BIGLOW & MAIN, {75 Rasttints,strect: ew Yor. 


We shall Issue, November 15: 


“Santa Claus”’ 
A NEW CHRISTMAS CANTATA, 


BY W. HOWARD DOANE. 





Wer believe that many of our patrons who labor so 
faithfully in getting up Festivals, Musical Enter- 
tainments, etc., for the Lp bog of others, whether 
it be in the Sunday-school, the Day School or the Music 
Hall Nay be helped and pleased with this new and 

beautiful Cantata. It can be readily produced at small 
expense, with or without costumes, The Cantata is 
composed of Solos, Duets, Trios, Choruses, Son: v 
Fairies, Recitations, etc. | Santa Claus is also intro- 
duced in all his glory. 


Sent by Mail (when ready) for 25 Cents. 


A FULL CATALOGUE 
Biglow & Main’s Publications, 


EMBRACING THE 


MOST POPULAR MUSIC FOR CHOIRS, SUN- 
HOOLS, SINGING CLASSES, 
vTE HOME CIRCLE, ETC. 


Sent Free on Application. 
BOOKSELLER OR MUSIC DEALER. 








increase of circulation, improvements have 


appropriate music. 
54-page book. 


Great Britain. 


. 


better time to make a trial of it than at the 


cost of postage to subscribers. 


one year, $2.50; three months, 63 cents. 


and good. Address 


have” is told us again and again. 


now ready. 


SUBSCRIBERS to commence with Vol. 2. 


ENLARGED AND IMPROVED. 


The Scholars’ Quarterly was started in 1876 as a 32-page book. With its steady 


page book, giving, besides the lesson matter, a colored map, beautiful pictures, and 
For the new year it will be further improved and enlarged to a 
It is used in schools of all denominations in the United States and 
Canada, and a special edition of it is published each quarter in London, for use in 


If you have never used The Scholars’ Quarterly in your class, could there be a 


it is twenty-five cents a year, or $25 for a hundred copies a year. 
Subscriptions are taken for three or six months at the 
yearly rate; under ten copies, three months, seven cents each. 
would cost: For five scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 35 cents; for ten scholars, 
Send seven cents for a specimen copy. 

Send also for a specimen of the Weekly Lesson Leaf if you want something cheap 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chesinut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


IF YOU WANT A GOSPEL, “PAPER “THAT W WILL HELP YOU IN CHRISTIAN LIVING AND _ 
CHRISTIAN WORKING, 


Take “ The Watchword,” 


PRICE, ONE DOLLAR PER YEAR. 
Distinguished pastors and evangelists contribute to its columns. 


SAMPLE COPY SENT FREE 
Agents are wanted to circulate it, and a liberal commission will be paid. No. 1 of Vol. 2 is 


ONE PASTOR IN A NEW ENGLAND VILLAGE HAS ALREADY SENT IN ONE HUNDRED NEW 


Please communicate with the undersigned with reference to terms. 


been made in it until it has become a 46- 


beginning of the new year? The price of 
Sent by mail without 


To supply a class 


“Tt is the best paper that we 


EBEN. SHUTE, Publisher, 
52 Bromfield Street, Boston, Mass. 








Notes and Suggestions 


Bible Readings. 


8. R. BRIGGS and J. H. ELLIOTT. 


Acknowledged to be the very best help for Bible 
Readings in print.” Introductory chapters by 
D. W. WHITTLE, 
Rev. LYMAN ABBOTT, 
Rev. JAMES H. BROOKES, D.D., 
Rev. STEWART ROBINSON, D.D., 
Rev. J. ERDMAN, 
Rev. A. SOMERVILLE, 
Rev. J. H. VINCENT, D.D. 


And over Six Hundred Bible Readings and Bible 
pang by some of the most eminent Bible students of 


OT This volume is without doubt the most Ket gg Aes ame 
satisfactory, as well sl the largest and cheapest, bo: 
of Bible Readings gs pul lished. 

One very valuable feature of this work, and wherein 
it differs from other books of somewhat similar char- 
acter, isin the line of thought being given with very 
nearly every Sc epere reference quoted, without 
which a book of Bible readings is of little more hel 
than an ordinary concordance in preparing for th 
— branch of Christian instruction. 

2 pages, large 12mo, with complete index. Paper 
Pi 5 50 cts.; cloth, flexible, 75 cts.; cloth, boards, 
extra, $1.00. 
Mailed, post-paid, to any address, on receipt of price. 


F. H. REVELL, Publisher, 
148 & 150 Madison St., Chicago. 


“ALPHA. DUSTLESS CRAYONS. PERF. FECT. 
CHEAPER THAN CHA LK. SEND FOR SAMPLE 
TO BAKER, PRATT, & CO., SCHOOL FURNISH- 
ERS, 142 & 144 GRA nb ST, NEW YORK. 





in The Sunday School Times, 


@ET 4 BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER, 


A Good Pen 


WITH THE QUALITIES OF 


Smoothness & Durability 


Is a great comfort for those who write much. 
These qualities have been attained in the 


CELEBRATED J. 1.9.8 BRADISH H PENS, 


Maen 2 ing ‘ee potted atively. haeee ‘h 


gaining favorconstantly. There aresome t 
or ten varieties of sizes and 2. Wat on from "fing 4 
are 


coarse, from smal 
the City, Hall, State House, Banks, Insurance 
m panies. 1 Seiad ne oom and their 


value is well at 
KASE REMEMBER “@@ 
THE J. Q. baapian PENS ARE SMOOTH AND 
VERY DURABLE. 


Send ten conta for HOWARD. 
FOR ale + D Dosh att. 


“THE RAINDROP. 


lendid monthl wy Migeetne Of of entertaining read- 
ing for young Seok Pages large, clear t; 
Language es. simple, a direct that even 
youpecss reat 70 derstand it. pecially adapted 4 
deaf-mutes. A fine plate of the Manual Alphabet is on 
one of the covers. Intelligent and cultivated Slee 
will like it for their children. Teachers of prim 
c , especially kindergarteners, $0 find it very 
useful as a reading eta & Terms, $1.00a year. Send 
10 cents for specimen. Address, AINDROP, 
fate | CREEK, ALLEGHENY Co. ey PA A. 


SEND 2 cents to C. N. Dwight, Batavia, N. Y. tor 
terial t) make four kinds of beautiful colored 

ink, —" violet, green, and blue. It is good copying 
ink, and will not e. 


HE BLACKBOARD AND CRAYON, Sample 
copy free. Address Prov. Lith, Co., Providence, K. J. I, 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON, Springfield, Mass. 




















BETTER THAN EVER! 


CHURCH & CO.’S 
Christmas Selections 


FOR 


1879 


Excellent New Carols Written Ex- 
—, for Christmas be a eg oe 
Banday-sehoole, etc.; by the 
writers of Sacred Song. W. H. Doane, Geo. 

Harry Sanders, and others, have coutritvaved to Stns 
year’s selections. Now ready. 


Price, 5 cents. $4.00 per 100 copies, 


PUBLISHED BY 


JOHN CHURCH & CO,, 


66 W. Fourth Street, Cincinnati, 0. 
And 805 Broadway, New York. 


Christmas Carols 
H U LL’S CHPISTMAS | 8/9 


ANNUAL FOR 
Single co hundred tpaid. 
Aaaress, Asa HOLE, of ourth Avenue, ni9 
a a ed York City. 


176 


Pages of the choicest 
Music for Sunday 
Schools, Prayer 
and Praise Meet- 
ings, and a fine 
selection of 
Metre Tunes 
for Church 
Choirs. 













CLERGY- 
MEN, Sv- 
PERINTEN- 
DENTS & SUN- 














the best MUSIC 
BOOK ever published. 
Contains 176 pages of the 
choicest music, inckuding 
an elementary department 
on “Theory of Music” by J. H. 


tions from over 60of thebest Hymn 
and Music writersin the land. Sin- 
gle copy 35c.—$3.60 per dozen—$30 per 
100. CRIDER & BROTHER, 
Publishers, YORK, PA. 


Four Christmas Carols for 1879, 


WORDS BY MISS M. E. SERVOSS. 
MUSIC BY ADAM GEIBEL. 
Price, complete, 10 cents; 60 cents per dozen; 4 per 
hundred, post-paid. 


“THE CROWNING TRIUMPH” 


Collection of 8. 8. Hymns is especially rich in festival 
music. Price, 30 cents per copy, by mail. 


F. A. NORTH & CO., Publishers, 
1308 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILAD’A, PA. 


USE A BINDER. — 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of 
The Times in good condition, and have them 
at hand for reference, should use a binder. 
We can send by mail, postage paid, a strong, 
plain binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, half 
leather, for $1.50. These binders have been 
made expressly for The Times, and are of the 
best manufacture. The papers can be placed in. 
the binder week by week, thus keeping the file 
complete. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


KINDERGARTEN Mau and | Furniture. Send 
for price lists & Co., School Fur- 
nlahers end Importers, land 144 tii Grand St., New York. 


R. MANSFIELD of the late firm of Mansfield & 
Baird, now of 124 South Eleventh Street, Phila- 
delphia, yds stantly receiving Ley wage Diamonds, 
Watches and Jowelty well calculated to please. 
Sa CALL AND SEE THEM.“@e 
He is also —— for the gente ‘liflany Watches, 
which are Beare oJ of design, excelience of finish, 
and accurate a Sema time-keeping qualities uusurpassed in the 


BE the Order of Service, found in The Scholars’ 
ly. Issued in leaflet form at 75 cents per 
hundred. No extra charge for Postage. 


HRISTMAS EXERCISE FREE! Any Sunday- 
school workers sending their name and address 

to me, I will send a Fg Concert Exercise for 
Christmas. J. 8. Ogilvie, Pub., 29 Rose St., New York. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL FURNITURE. SLATED 
CLOTH AND PAPER FOR CHEAP BLACKBOARDS. 
KINDERGARTEN MATERIAL AND FURNITURE, 
BUNDAY- SCHOO Qu aChNIsttEES, | Gis ORAND 
ST., NEW YORK. Bd 


A KEY 
WILL WIND 


























THAT 
ANY WAT-CH 


un 
gore. BY Watchmakers. By mail an san OUT. 


Brercu 4 Co., 38 Dey | 


Street, York. | 
100 Hore Pictures, 10c.; 100. Hanae Pictures, 100, “12 
Floral Embossed Cards, oer 10 ewrosen = 
“mi A ~ ge 10c.; ne ious, 





Beatty's Celebrated Pianos & Organs, Washington, N. 3 


xin fo set Post- 
Woy 1 Floral TW TR PRIZZELL, Balinore Ma 
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2% copies or more to one 


718 


THE SUNDAY 


SCHOOL TIMES. 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


Uy. by yy) Bing iby seugm, ar mate. aZpblithed weekly 


te lto4 aie Sec oonens anesencees 
“ 6 to 9 copies to one address, . 
“ 10 to 19 copies to one address. K 
BAATESSeeenee SAO 1.00 “ 








T. 
Kaditions. at any time to a club, at the 
same ond at aie dF, club, as ia would be 





county 
Any n writing to renew either a Tie or y 
tion, in connection with which his name 
not before been known to the tae yt will pheaee 
give the name of the Been sent om the paper or 
ra have heretofore 

rs wishing to ieroteen The ‘Times tot = 
friends, can have specimen copies sent free from 
office to any address. 





SUPERINTENDENTS’ cere 50 cents r yea 
This paper is designed to su 
nape, in the line of their work, to which 


and scholars have not access, ont = pi tioked 
monthly and will be sent, on receipt of its p only 


to subscribers 3 of The Times who are hdr or 

tendents (in apeding in the latter ee assistant superin- 
tendents, and h fdepartments oo inseparate 
rooms), and who, when ordering it, state they are 


m sending your renewal to The Superintendents 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have i 
for The Sunday School Times, as ern ‘the yell 
er label on The Times. 


——$—— 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. A separate leaf for 
every Sunday in the year. 





pe copies, one month *, 60 


one year 7.20 
Less than 100 00 copies at same rate. Orders not taken 
for less than one month. 








THE SCHOLARS QUARTERLY. Contains the Les- 

sons for three months, with Map, Bible Dictionary, 

etc., etc, 

100 copies one re S (four quarters)................ 

[wy od mg hes one y' 
ponthe ar 4 quarter)... 

Unaee 10 copies, three months, each 








GREAT BRITAIN. a ae 


Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, ont TS 
London, E. C., will aon ee 8 

mes, post free , for a year, to a Baiool 
Britain, for ten snillings prepaid. A 9 will be 
sold by all the princi 1 newsdealers, ice twopence, 
as will also The! Scholars’ Quarterly, patoe fourpence. 





ADVERTISING RATES, 


The uniform rate for ordinary advertisements is bo 
cents per agate line (14 lines to an inch), each inse: 
fion. Whether for one time or more. Tris beltoved the that 
this uniform low rea, which makes THE SUNDAY 
ScHoor Times the cheapest advertising medium, Kd 

far, among the religious weeklies, will meet with th 
eneral a proval of advertisers. The rate for Reading 
otices ea eS , leaded) in the eg De- 


r counted line for each 
nsertion, and for Special Otices (solid agate) 3 cents 
per line for each i 


Letters concern’ epgceve tions or Advertisements 
should be <Adrcmadte 4 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 


- EDUCATIONAL. 
ELOCUTION *S3e3Ar ces 
ype School of Elocution and Oratory. 


ial Saturday for Teachers beaioa 2 October 4th. 
sea Peet ada ie Cha sina 
, en’ nu 
Philadelphia. Catalogue ~ 














COLLEGE ree THE 


SISTERS OF BETHANY, 
TOPEKA, KANSAS. 


For Girls and Young Ladies Exclusively, 


PA a the — of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 

‘or boarding an or. From eight to ten teach: 

* in the fannie. ches ht—Primary, In- 

termediate, jp ooo and College, nch, German, 

pa gee nstrumental and Vocal Music Drawing, 

For ardice Pupils, from school 
ee according to grade, For + fe pA 


alam: = BISHOP V iP Van, » Sark 


wBuyeive miles fora a. Ht se <e for 
boys. $200a year. A. am Philadelphia. »Principal. 
Ho“ SCHOOL FOR FCSN. LADIES. 

4035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Best advantages for Seaton h education. Refers by 
| reg aot to H. Clay Trum! % Editor of The Sun. 
jay 1 Times, and Rev. 8 W. Dana, 4001 Pine 


Street ge t, Poneteee Le For r clrenlars, add bas, 


CUaICAT TTT Seetia bies we 
sumed September 8. J. W. FATRES, D.D., Principal. 
Agency for Schools & Teachers, 


30 UNION SQUARE, N. Y. 
Supplies GOOD teachers with posltio: Appl 
forrn for stamp. et cag encom and Fenifies with 
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‘How to.introduce 
The Sunday School Times to Friends. 





FILL THIS OUT AND MAIL IT. 





JOHN D. WATTLES, 


to your offer to new subscribers. 





725 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 


A reader of The Sunday School Times would like to have the person named below receive 
the paper for three months on trial, and encloses herein 25 cents to pay for the same, according 








MRS. JULIA McNAIR WRIGHT S NEW ote 
The Morals. io me Beauty, Work, Amusem 


Membe > ee enc ft in 
clearly dealt wit with hin pading styl le, full of anecdote 
| fn i 0 I. ith peony colored viitastrations, ney 
ype, ton x cuales Wandin and low is 
work Is B is BOUND TO AN IMM ENSE SALE. 
o book like it ky 7 bea publ ished, 
a full ere Met and extra terms 
McCURDY & CO., Puiladelphia, Pa. 


Fereiins | ~ D> 9 


= Prayer-meeting 
Outlines. prego 





“AGENTS For the Pictorial Bible Gonna 
wocmumtmreen, {010 | Pages, 475 Illustrations. ” 
he most complete and ex ompre he tsi © 
WANTED<«. ommentary on the entire S« crit ‘yes (0 
queen ec One Vol.) ever published. Pr ee, @3.7 5. 
BRADLEY, GARRETSON & Co., 66 N. 4th St., Phil'a.. Pe 


AGENTS WANTED “tru 


a 
complete and brilliant History of the great tour of 


GEN, GRANT AROUND THE WORLD 


by Hon. J. Headley, the eince of descriptive 
authors: Then rentent hit! $@FA million people want 
Here_is the best » tg of. your life to make 


oney. Beware of imitations by unknown authors. 
The splendid authorship, elegant illustrations, superior 
paper, and marvelous c eapness, render this book im- 
mensely popular, 200 re at work, and reporting 
raged sales. Nearly 14.000 books sold. am Rea 
boo ag Yet. For wo ulars address HUB. 
., 733 Sansom St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
ANTED. —Men comnpabink to manage a store for 
my Object Teaching Bible. Must be willing to 
go into the field and canvass at first. Will pay $1500 
after a fair trial. Give age, experience, and send this. 
—~ J. ba nt Springfield, Mass. — 
Useful to Sunday-school officers and teachers, in the 
issue of circulars, letters, cards, notices, etc. No copy- 
ing press requir Most simple process inven 
Instant reproduction without press or damping. Every 
one his own printer. The apparatus consists of a per- 
manently moist flexible pad, a bottle of ink and a 
*Pilectric Pen, Panyro aph etc. Com) letely Outdone. 
One _ to two hundr es of Letters, Circu 
Price Lael Drawin, Must ic, ete., in various colors, at 
one operation. a copy = an. "kind of paper, linen, 
ete. Wat ta —No. 1, ind, 0B oa ize, 3. N , Letter Size, 
. No each 
* pee in H. N 
Tayepion, oe 


<ON, 
and Sole Manufacturer. 
HN LANE, NEW YORK. 

Agents | at." i everywhere. 2A se ie ire 


ROOFING MATERIAL. 


— 3 ba td Roe ite Felt. 


a ne PAINT 


New Ji revi isl, noha we for NT Ss. 
SLA‘IE E MANTELS. 


New designs, $10 up to $100. Lowest prices. Standard 
goods. Descri ities cireular free 
WILLIS RASSLEET Agent, 
20 South Second street, Philadelp: 


BOUDREN’S PATENT ADJUSTABLE 
DASH LAMP. 


Guaranteed to burn over the roughest 
Par a angen going out. Price, $5.00. Sent 
h peivileme ot of examination. 

Send for cirouler, Ad 


WHITE M'F’G CO., 


Bridgeport, Conn. 








mm For sale by Hardware Dealers generally. 
Tinwirated Catalogue 140 pages, Scentstamp, _ 








Lanterns and Slides wan 


anne ‘anted., « 
'; Theo. J. Harbach, 809 Filbert St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by’ stating that you saw the adver 

tisement in The Sunday School Times. 











Name ndoqnenneedece cose dng hed ReeSEeh peop Snatinpseecee 
UN CIOS dati dgindd igi pesraieetenpons cabnnks betwen ended eccccwnececnns seckonusonedawecee 
County eeeces Oe meds moms onde ween meee - oon we ee ene emer e cee oo wn mewn n co wn cwewes oowe ads wocn cece 
FOO SDL Dalen ond seed cheat thphawsects Sabon diudah cetwanneadss 
his blank | or use e only 7 American subscribers.) # 

AGENTS WANTED wh — Ne Be rks 

AGENTS WANTED FOR THE e w 00 $. 

OMPLETE OME 


PICTURES AND STORIES OF sein alk Kap AGo. 


NEtuir’s New YEAR. Rey. E. A, Rand, 1 10 
THE Sianat-Fxuaa. Mrs. J.F. Hopkins, 90 


A Crown or Gtory. Trowbridge. 90 
Firing. Mrs. L. 8. Houghton,  - 90 
WomeEN WortH EMULATING, - 80 
Stony Roap SERIEs, 3 books, - 2 50 
APPLEs OF GoLp, 4to, - - - 50 
UnciE Pavt’s Stories, 4to - 50 
Dapune Stories. Elmer Lynnde, 1 75 
Sunny Hours, - - - 25 
Happy Home Stories, - - 25 
Books For our Brrpres, 10 books, 1 00 
BrsxE Storrss, 8 books, - - 75 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


150 Nassau 8t., New York; 23 Franklin St., 
Boston; 1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphia; 75 
State St., Rochester; 50 Madison St., Chicago; 
San Francisco. 

NEW TEMPERANCE PUBLICATIONS, 
THE NATIONAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY AND PUBLI- 
CATION HovusE have just issued the following: 
The Pledge and the Cross. 256 pp. By 


Mrs, 8. M. I. Henry. Cloth, $1; paper, $0 50 


It treats of “The Ribbon and the Blood.” “ Reform 
Clubs and the Church,” and gives _— suggestions 
to all Gospel Temperance workers. 


Temperance Sketches and Stories 80 
pp., 60 illustrations. By Edward Carswell, 50 
Medical Profession aud Alcuhol, The 
By B. W. Richardson, M.D. 12mo, 33 pp., 10 
gu asa Beverage. 12mo, 24 pp. An ad- 
Rey. G. W. Hughey, i in rely, to the 

Appeal of the Beer Congress, A 10 
Alcohol and the Human Brain. By Rev. 
Joseph Cook. 12mo, 24 pp., 10 
National Temperance Almanac, . 10 


This admirable hand-book for 1880 is now ready. ~ 
full of interesting facts, figures, and statistics. 


Readings and Recitations. No. 3. 12mo, 


96 pp. By Miss L. — Cloth; . 60 
paper cover, 3 é 25 
Package of 27 New ‘Temperance Dia- 
logues. 6 varieties, ‘ 6 : sat 


Trial of John Barleycorn, by a Jury 
Twelve Men, with Attorney-General, Counsel, 
Sheriffs, and fifteen Witnesses. 36 pages. 
per dozen, $1; single copies, ‘ 10 


Sent by mail.on receipt of price. Address 
J.N. STEARNS, Publishing Agent, 
_58 READE ST., NEW YORK. 


[JULPIT PAINTINGS, 


Duplicates of 100 sets used by Rev. E. M. Lo 
in_ illustrated a in twenty years’ revive 
efforts in 700 Churc’ 
Send him three e-cent stam oy for book of plan, 
subjects, revivals, names of pastors or super- 
intendents using | them. 1020 Arch 8t., PPhila., Pa. 
NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 
REWARD ree FOR SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. ces to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and detiten— chee nace,» Motto Cards—Re rds 
—Scripture Text Cards—Sentiment nee Verse 
Cards —Good Cards—and ae Cards, 
TEACHERS weloe’ “ist Beate L_ CARDS 
SENT FREE 7 any address. FFORD’S 


SONS, Publishers of Wovelties. in Fine Arts, 141 to 147 
Franklin Street, Boston, Mass. 
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HO ME F) (HIBITIONS, 








eT MILLIGAN. 


SSSA SN PANDA 


_ THE PENNSYLVANIA 
ire Insurance Co., 
OF ig 
A Maat ‘D 1825. 
CAPITAL, 





we ie SSETS, $1,835. 04, 
TORN Dae DEVEREUX, President. ns: Raa 


M. G. CROWEL retary. 
JOHN L. THOMSON, Asst Secretary. 
Lz you want a cheap lesson help pon our school, and 
Fak | e same Grp good ope for samples of 


The Weekly Lesson published at the o 
F tow amen A School Times. P "price, 60 cents per hun- 








By Faith Latimer, - $1 25 | 





WORTH REPEATING. 


THE THREE DEATHS. 
[From All the Year Round.] 


Lay the dead hope amid the flowers to rest, 
mooth tenderly the daisied turf above it; 
Watch by the grave by memory’s rays caressed, 

Recalling how we used to guard and love it; 
From its sweet dust fresh fancies may awake, 
Till a new dream its gentle semblance take. 





Though pol scope tears. fall fast as summer 


Where the dead Love lies in eternal sleep ; 
Though life and joy may never wear again 
The glory buried with it, dark and deep ; 
Just for that dead thing’s unforgotten bliss, 
A ma charm may soothe a watch ‘like 
this 


But oy the shrine where we have garnered 


Trust, * pride devotion, shivers at our feet ; 
When poison lurking i in the loving cup 
Turns into stinging gall what was so sweet ; 
What solace broods above such bitter death? 
What future comforts us for murdered faith ? 





CHRISTIANITY AND SOCIAL 
REFORM. 


(From the late Dr. Joseph P. Thompson’s The Work- 
man: his False Friends and his True Friends. | 


The workman needs religion ; and Chris- 
tianity is at hand as his advocate, his 
counsellor, his helper, his friend. No 
question between labor and capital has ever 


-arisen, no social question can ever arise, 


which is not met. by anticipation in the 
most just and sufficient way by the spirit 
and the teachings of the New Testament. 
The world acknowledges that there could be 
no higher rule of life than Christ laid uy ne 
in his Sermon on the Mount. Those 
cepts are of universal and perpetual o i 
gation. They were not formal rules for 
any one people, class, country, race, or time. 
They are inward principles for all mankind, 
and hence go behind all outward codes and 
customs, all forms of government and of 
society, ‘and take hold of the heart, which 
in every man is the seat of life and the 
source of good and of evil. These princi- 
ples concern the feelings and doings of men 
toward one another in those conditions and 
relations which are common to all men 
simply as men. Hence society can never 
outgrow them, nor could it possibly im- 
prove upon them. 

These principles are practical, and have 
to do with a practical state of things. 
Demanding a state of heart, a spirit or 
feeling of justice and of love which shall 
show itself in just and kindly acts, the 
precepts of the Sermon on the Mount look 
to a direct practical effect in every man’s 
life and conduct. If observed by all men 
they would produce that perfection of so- 
ciety which has so long been the ideal of 

hilosophers and poets, These are not, 
bouovar: a framework of society to be first 
put together and then set up in order for 
men to look at, to praise, and to enjoy, but 
they would create a good social state by 
making good men of the individuals who 
compose society. Hence there can be no 
pretext of waiting for “the good time 
coming,” of waiting for laws, classes, gov- 
ernments, to become better, but every man 
for himself should at once live by these 
rules of Christ, and so make the good time 
within the immediate sphere of his in- 
fluence. “The kingdom of heaven is 
within you.” 

Hence the brotherhood of human so- 
ciety contemplated by the Sermon on the 
Mount is practicable. A state code of 
laws is lengthy, and often tiresome by the 
minuteness of its details. It fills volumes, 
and yet only small portions of it are ap- 
plicable to any one individual at any one 
time. It needs to be interpreted by experts 
in law, and sustained and enforced by 
judicial decisions. Citizens at large do not 
peri ip to govern their lives by it; they 
consult it in special cases, they feel it in 
individual instances of command or of 
restraint, but it does not stand in their 
memories as a model, nor live in their 
hearts as a working power. But Christ’s 
code of life is for every man in every part 
of it. All its specific rules grow out of 
one principle, which should live in memory 
and rule in the heart. The experience 
of eighteen centuries thas shownthat as a 
teacher Christ has provided for all the 
needs of the individual man and all the 
wants of human society. 

But what gives to these ‘teachings of 
Christ their highest worth and power is 
the thorough human sympathy which per- 
vades them. He himself, exemplified this 
spirit of love in the lowliest conditions of 
life. Born of a humble virgin, he grew up 
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as the son of a carpenter, and knew all the 
er te bo — He a was y 
r; his disciples were r; he knew 

is wants, the trials, the Opprescigaaaeene er AD TE S) C 74\ N F Out of town 
poor, and "he espoused their causé#but at “! people who ¢an- 
the same time he showed them how to lead not conveniently 
the higher, nobler life. He taught them avel, ay have sam- 
to turn trials into mercies, curses..into : 
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blessings, by the spirit of patience, of Pies. sent. fens..of dream my; and 0 neatly 1000 others for ‘every 
meekness, of forgiveness, by trusting in Goods and.all other goods = > perhot ins country. 

God’s fatherly care, and b by laying up that we sell, if they will write -S 1 We invite attention to ou mew st styles of Panton 
treasures > heaven. At the an time he si yy Nn wiv -" us. No charge, and no need to $1,000 and upw en 
denounced covetousness, pride, the op- ; SIC COMMITTEES, ORGANISTS, and others 
7 order if mot suited. We make it a Li sinf ti 
: pression of the poor, an i threaten at are invited to apply to us (direct for all ‘information 


connected with our art. 
DESCRIPTIVE :CLRCU LARS and specifications fur- 
nished on application. 


these sins the severest judgments here and .S rldk A y ‘businessto arraraans arias ear ete sect nth 
hereafter. The cardinal points of Christ’s end when orders gome we send the sxant 
teaching as befriending the poor are: the article wanted, and at exactly same price 
the value of man as the child of God and as other customers pay when here buying in 
the heir of immortality: the care of God person. When goods are not as ordered, we 
for the needy, the lowly, the o ng take them back, Having trained and responsible 

and the rule of justice and good-will by : ; 
which every man must live, who looks to clerks, who are able to use discretion in filling orders, 
happiness here, and hopes for salvation we are enabled to give great satisfaction to the many 
hereafter. customers who leave the choice to us. With a reputation of 
The same teachings run through the twenty years at retailing, we eannot afford to lose our good 
name by lack of proper service to absent customers, Write 


New Testament in the letters and dis- 
courses of the apostles, and in their lives + plainly, and describe fully what is wanted, and about the 
price desired. 
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and doings. Paul, for instance, one of the 
noblest minds and largest natures the 
world ever knew, was himself a workman, 
and supported ‘himself by. tentmaking, 
while engaged in organizing that new 
Christian society which should renovate 
the world. Hence I repeat, Christianity 
is the best friend of the workman and the 
best instrument of social reform. 
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John Wanamaker, 


Largest Dry Goods House, 


Philadelphia. 
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PRAYING FOR THE RICH. 




















SN —E before vgs so un "angi 
[From The Churchman.] AUP ANS Th: HN a LT 7 TASS TaRs T0 BILLINGS & CO.; 
Selfish mortals indeed are those who OnGAI a aera 














live “at ease” and have “no sympathy ” ORGAN BEATTY PIANO 
pom those byl meet day by ay in the ! Knee Swells, Wolnst Dues Seareea @ @ yearn Stool & book 688. 
drudgery of “ paid” service; quite as sel- Adare Bai iF. paces. or. Seco lew terete, 
fish those who, living in lowlier estate, ee gh ere ee ee eee, 


loudly lament their enforced frugality, Before selecting your Sunday-sehgol He.ps for 1880, send for free samples of our F tit 
and think, because of it, the world of suf-| periodicals: The National Sunday 1 Teacher ; The National Quarterly ; The 

fering and temptation has no need of their abe eh DL and ‘The Lathe lks. They are wedece’ in Price, Newly 
sympathy; that, too, deserves as harsh a| Illustrate e-arranged, and in eve made better than ever : wWoOOoD 
See ee te (ery ae nash *| "ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., CHICAGO, ILL. NSS & DESIGNS. 


other’s daily round under a common roof, 


SEND STAMP FOR CATALOGUE. 
and does not strive to smooth and lighten THE CHURCH FURNITURE. __| ATALLMANX MFADDEN - 607 MARKET, ST, PHILA 
it. That, again, is a superficial sort of 


e~ ESTABLISHED 1780 

sympathy, scarce worthy the name, which 

drops its ready tears over a ublished para- e e = a 2) € 

graph of woe, yet never Fitts its earnest 

paar for the man or woman. of fashion, IS THE 
orn and brought up in that trying estate, 


a 
good society, without the inner eye of OLDEST Tiere HOUSE® 


grace to perceive the “ narrow way” amid 
the flowery paths of life. The rich need PHILADELPHIA. 
more of sympathy than condemnation, of is 

and I am writing now especially. to those : 
who dwell on the envying border-land of 
hard-earned comfort, with “no more,” 
and those, too, who bend discontented 
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Set COMPLETE IN TERRY, $55. and ees prices. Views 
shoulders to their burdens and grow bitter Ser COMPLETE ix PLUSH, #0 ‘ EIT bie lie htbitions a. 
over their privations. Riches are 9004, Church and Lodge Furniture ee , SUNDAY-SCHOOIS and HomE AMUSE- 
not only for a “house and name” per- Ii hits Geis , A SPECIALITY. a line of BIsum illustrations, yon 
petuated, but for all the great enterprises| [iW { No charge for packing. Send for illustrated Catalogue. ternatio fade to.opder, suitable i ius 1 
of science and art, which could not. exist | i oR SHAW & APPLIN, ne of views ilins- 


without them ; but they are truly “good” 

only when linked with integrity, honor, 

sincerity, simplicit iy, charity. Riches 
b 


otten or maintained by fraud, and used} i RAG: HAR DSO 2 


trating American and European tra’ 
Successors to Braman Shaw & Co., Say Send stamp for 80-page iieaeeated Catalogue. 
Manufacturers and Dealers in Norx.—Teachers, Clergymen, and Professional men 
P ARLOR FURNITURE, have found pleasant and profitable occupation in giv- 
ing Public Entertainments with a Magic Lantern and 
‘WaRrER00MS, 27 SUDBURY STREET, BOSTON. 

a good assortment of interesting Views. Send stamp 

or display and selfish enjoyment alone, for Catalogue 
to McAllister, Manufacturing Optician, 
are a curse, and will bring one in the end. THE GREAT CHURCH LIGHT. at ne 





49 Nassau Street, New York, 
ibe FRINK’S PATENT REFLECTORS. wal 
Why, then, dare any Christian for one| ; i in) y) ‘Give the MOST POWERFUL, the SOFTEST, Durable, C comfortable, Cleanly, Healthful and Economical, 
moment make envious comparisons be- gl CHEAPEST, and the BEST Light known for Hogether the ost Desirable Spring Bed in Use, 
tween the owners of such and themselves ? Sots Churches, Stores, Show Windows, Parlors, Banks, 


Satin, lace, jewels, equipage—right in 





5 Offices, Picture Galleries, Theaters, Depots, etc. New Te 
SS | i - otis of teoan. Get circul d estimate. 
ee : r 
their place, since they are agen 3 God’s | it iiberal discount to churches and the trade. 
gifts—are not right for thee, since thou art , L. P. FRINK. 551 Pearl Street, New York. 
envious, and cravest that which is not MEN ELY «& KIMBERL = 
thine. "Think for a moment what are the MENE Y “4 


ROBERT KELSO & ©O., Manovfacturers, 210 Market 8t., 
BELL FOUNDERS, TROY, Pr hilada. 


se # 

Manufacture a superior quality of BELIS. § 

attention thy to CHURCH BELIS. ‘xa-Catalogues | 
to parties needing bells. 


7 & R. LAMB, BANNERS. 


Silk and Gold Banners, Fae 
Larger Banners, = - $13. $26, $60 
ae Sik anf Gold $8. Banna $500 eth 
Send for Circular, 59 Carmine St.N.Y 


MENEELY & COMPANY, 


WEST TROY, N 
Fifty See Sennen igh th RL, ae 
ACADEMY, Factory BELLS, etc. Improved PATENT 
MOounTINGs. Catalogues free. No agencies. 


attendants upon the estate of wealth— 
thou who, with less talents, hast less re- 
sponsibility—the care of houses and lands, 
of servants and retinue; the perpetaal re- 
quirements of sumptuous viands and costly 
garments; the wasting of time in the de- 
mands of society and the incessant round 
of amusements ; the mind filled to repletion 
with its earthly thoughts, and little or no 
desire for sweet retirement, the peep 
of the lamp of heavenly love—think of al 
this, and let thy envy turn into sympathy 
for their hard roel to get enjoyment, 


4 Send for Cireular and Price List. 












































































which, after all, may Fy in a moment anh Waenewnenass Wy Se oe , " gi BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
away. If thou wouldst comfort thyself) Cheapest and Most Reliable! Bells of Fare One ee te Sot 
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The reduction here announced in the price of The Sunday School Times puts that paper within the reach of every Sunday- 


school in the land. It now becomes unquestionably the cheapest weekly paper of its size and character in the United States. 


It 


gives 832 large pages (11x16 inches) of reading matter a year, or over eight pages for a cent at its lowest club rate. It costs less than 


two cents a week for each member of a club of twenty or more persons. 


f 


. 4 


Schools that have been taking other publications because the 
Paclub rates of The Sunday School Times were higher than they could afford, will not be slow to appreciate these new prices. The low- 


|) est rate, heretofore for a club of less than thirty copies has been $1.90 for each paper. Now the price for twenty copies, or over, is 


$1.00 forfeach paper. 


The reduction is a bold one, and even the present large circulation does not warrant it, but the change is desirable 


for the dué@ extension of its field, and the necessary increased circulation is swre to come. Lower prices do not mean a poorer paper, or 


less of it,—on the contrary, it is purposed to make the paper better than ever before in all of its departments. 


HERE ARE THE NEW RATES.—From one to four copies, 


$2 each.. From five to nine copies, in a package to one address, 


$1.50 each. From ten to nineteen copies, in a package to one address, $1.25 each. Twenty copies or more in a package to one 


address $1.00 each. These prices include postage, which is prepaid by the publisher. 


> f*yéar at ‘yearly rates. 


addresses of the persons who are to use the paper. 


1 ke ee 


Superintendents will remember that they can try the paper in their schools for a portion of a year at the yearly rate. 
teachers can be supplied for three months for five dollars. 


Why not 1 


Subscriptions will be taken for any portion. of 
While the papers for a club must be sent in a package to one address, the publisher desires to have for refer- 


ence the names of all the subscribers. He, therefore, requires that each club subscription be accompanied with a list of the names and 


Twenty 


mow ? 
‘ Be a! is 
Any reader of this advertisement, who has never been a subscribe to The Sunday School Times, can receive it on trial. every 


week for three months for twenty-five cents. 
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Christmas and 
. ‘m= 
broidery Book- sate Beroll 8 sa Destens, 
Card $, Paper s, To 8 
Seog ren Valentines, ete. e send 
justrated Catalogue of 1000 curious 





ui 
Saaemsiet articles free with every order. J. L, 
rc PATTEN & CO., 47 Barclay St., N.Y. 
~ MAKE YOUR OWN RUGS. 


New Patterns. Ladies are making beauti: 
TSH RUGS, on our Burlap gay out of old 
yarn, Any one can do it at a trifling expense. 
inducements and permeneey business ne | nts eve 
stamp. Send for circular of Patterns and 
stam 

FROST & CO., 22 Tremont 


A GREAT OFFER!T « tM 


$125 upwrds, not used a 

NEW PIANOS and ORGAN ae Ex 
prices for cash. "end fo CE WA 
Agent. 826 BROADWAT, COR ist 19th ner New York. 
P 0. Box 3530. 





‘Organs $30 up- 


as pew; 





Church Sets. Complete. 
$35 to $500. 


Delivered free anywhere within the New Eng- 
land and Middle States. ~50 Styles in Stock 


Pews, Settees, Cushions, Chairs. . Lecterns, Fonts, 
Altars, and Tables, of the most 2 approved TDs. 
Photographs and price list matled#ree if applied for. 


Paine’s Furniture Manufactory, 


__ 48 Canal and 141 Frrmnp Sts., Boston, Mass. 
Your Boys ; Give them a Printing fress, 
Allprices, from $1.50 u: Business Men 
do A te own Printing. nom ee ieee 
presses made by J Dorman 
ieoeeoee, Mad, PriceLiet, Free. 





ful TURK- 

or 
Treat 
ices, wi h 


Row, Boston, Mass. 


ean are Pianos 
ranted. 
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FON ONE LEAF. 


For the Fourth Quarter of 1879. 


An Order of Service. 
A Quarterly Review. 
A Responsive Review Exercise. 
Lesson List for 1879. 


The above are taken from The Scholars 
Quarterly for the present quarter, and are 
printed on one leaf. They can be used in any 
school. The list of lessons for 1879 is printed 
on this leaf for the convenience of schools 
wishing to-have an agnual review. Price, 75 
cents per hundred ¢ Sent by mail with- 
out cost of postage e purchaser. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


AOENTS WANTED for our new and useful book, 

The Bible for the Young and Fireside Commentator. 

| Seeenve, practical, and cheap. A leading religious 

pay ect “No Sunday-school teacher should be 

wi hout his companion of the Bible, and a copy 

should be in every Christian family.’’ Send for cir- 
culars and extra terms to 

ROE BROS., 

118 So. Seventh St., Phila., Pa, 


BEST FAMILY PAPER. 
THE NEW YORK 


OBSERVER 


Is the Best Pamily Religious and Secular Paper. It has 
five working editors and a large corps of contributors. 
It contains all the religious and secular news suifable 
for family reading ; vigorous editorials, foreign corres- 
pondence. youths’ Sunda “school, literary, agricultural 
and business departments, with a choice selection of 

eous Reading. Terms, $3.15, post-paid. Sam- 
ples free. 


Address 
NEW YORK OBSERVER, 37 Park Row. 


~IMBALLS PLANT COMPOUND.¢ 
For perfecting the growth of all Flowering Plants. 
Free from odor. Trial packages by mail, 15 cents 
each, Manufactured by 
KENDALL & WHITNEY, 


PORTLAND, MAINE, 
Seedsmen and Dealers in Agricultural Implements. 


Press TRADE-MARKS, CAVEATS. MUNN 

37 Park Row. New. York. Proprietors of | 
the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. Thirty-four years’ expe- | 
rience as Solicitors of Patents. Handbook on Patents, 
with full directions and advice, sent free. 











MADDATH eu 


Supeioendenls and Teachers 


Should examine this Paper, it 
is so well suited for the UPPER 
CLASSES in the Sanday-school. 


A WEEKLY PAPER. 


In seheols where papers are 
distributed euce a month, the 
subscription can be for one- 
fourth the number required. 
Thus, if you want twenty cepies 
a month for the Bible classes, 
subscribe for 5 copies of 


SABBATH READING. 


Yeu will thus have a variety 
which is very desirable. 


Only 90 Cents a Year 


5 COPIES, 


260 Papers, $200 a Year. 


Three sample copies sent to 
any Minister or Teacher FREE. 
Apply by letter or postal card. 

ADDRESS 


JOHN DOUGALL & CO., 


7 Frankfort St, NEW YORK. 


eeeee eo ed 


B | PAY.—With Stencil Outfits, What costs 4 cts, 





sells rapidly for 50cts. Catalogue free. 8. M. 
Srawoun, 12 Washington St. "Boston, Mass, 


The Sunday|School Times "holds itself responsible for jthe?character of the!advertisements it contains, and will refund to its subscribers any money that they lose through fraud: 


87 Commentary Critical and Ex 





Send also for a free specimen of The Scholars’ Quarterly, a forty-four page scholars’ les- 
son help, containing a colored map, beautiful illustrative pictures, and a great variety of valuable lesson matter. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, ian one 425 _—s St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


LEE ET A NNT ee 


| Sonny a 






Magic Lanterns 


each. Microscopes, Telescopes, Opera 


from $1 to 

Glasses, Field Glasses, 

es, Eye Glasses 
wing Instrumen 

Batteries, etc. 


JAMES W. QUEEN & CO., 
924 Chestnut St., Philada. 
ies on PRN Otic Part ist, Mathematical 


Catalogu 
Instruments ; part 2d, Optical Instruments; part 3d, 
: Lanterns and Views; part 4th, Philosophical 


Instruments. 
The Two Most Desirable Children’s Annuals 
NOW READY. 
“ BABYLAND FOR 1879.” 


Full of bi 
pa eel 75 cen 
gold stamp, $1.00. 


Boston: D. LOTHROP & Co., Publishers. 


sreoscopes, Graphoscopes, 
Thermometers, Barometers, 
ts, nts, Cobes, Air Pumps, Galvanic 


ht new features. In Chromo Board 
In elegant cloth binding, silver and 


“© The dest commentaries on the whole B ible for popular 

use cre y.and Lange's. We putt at Ro IR ayes 

and Lange's. them order ir 
merits.” —Christian Union. 


THE "PORTABLE COMMENTARY. 


By JAMIESON, FAUSSET AND BROWN. 


lanatory on fe 
id and New Testaments. New edition, 
one volume. 


Cr. 8vo, 1,421 pp. Illustrated by + on 
Gloth, red red edges, beveled boards. 50. 

wat Book tn bn! Bible student desiring a full and 

on the whole le in one 

Sarina ata price within the means of all. 

‘all booksellers, or sent postpaid on receipt of 

THOS. Y. CROWELL, 744 Broadway, N. Y. 

~ASPLENDID Present, 1Gilt-boundAutograph Album 


containing 48 beautifully engraved pages, also 47 select 
quotations,all for 15 cents, post- is. ep gn e stamps tak- 
en. en. Agents v wanted. Franklin faven, Conn. 
In ordering goods, or in “itn inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publisher, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement ‘ 
in The Sunday School Times. 


lent adverti 





ts in its columuns. 





